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ABSTRACT
This dissertation project was motivated by the plethora of reports 
on problems facing the American middle-class family. The purpose of 
the study was to determine the perception middle-class married women 
have of their roles in the rapidly changing environment of a mass 
society. A comparison of role perceptions of rural and urban women 
was made as part of the study. The sample population for this study 
was selected from southwest Louisiana. Two hundred urban wife-mothers 
were chosen from the city of Lafayette, Louisiana and one hundred rural 
wife-mothers were interviewed from the small community of Scott, Louis­
iana. The research design was oriented toward the following objectives.
1. To determine how the modern American middle-class married 
mother perceives her wife-mother role.
2. To determine differences between modern role perceptions and 
a conceptualized model of traditional role perceptions.
3. To determine the relationship of various personal-social 
characteristics of married women to their role perceptions.
4. To compare the wife-mother role perceptions of rural and 
urban middle-class married women.
5. To investigate the linkage between the role perception of 
wife-mothers and the degree of role stress in the family.
In the conceptual approach utilized, it was perceived that the 
wife-mother learned her roles through a socialization process. This 
process involved cultural interpretations of the family as a social 
institution and of individual families as social systems with certain 
functions to perform. An endeavor was made to relate the role percept­
ion of wife-mothers to the structural dimensions of roles, such as,
ix
their range of reciprocality, their temporal span, and their degrees of 
clarity. Various types of role stress were also related to the per­
ception of roles of respondents.
The methodological procedure Involved the testing of the hypotheses 
that in the role perceptions of middle-class wife-mothers there was a 
tendency to become more husband oriented than child oriented and that 
urban wife-mothers showed a greater proclivity for husband orientation 
than rural wife-mothers. Role perception orientation was determined 
by the way the wife-mother allotted time, money and energy. Attitude 
indices of these three resources were constructed from items which, 
through principle component factor analyses, best displayed spouse or 
child orientation. Analyses of variance were applied to socio-cultural 
variables (such as, religion, number of children, and income) and to 
attitude index scores. Chi-square tests were applied to determine if 
significant differences in responses to role perception and personal 
evaluation questions existed between urban and rural women. Frequency 
distributions were computed for the analysis of respondents' eval­
uations of personal happiness and family satisfaction. In addition, 
responses to two open-end questions were tabulated to consider elements 
of role stress.
The principal conclusions drawn from the study were as follows. 
Though the modern woman is not husband oriented at the expense of 
child orientation, she is more husband oriented than has traditionally 
been true. Rural-urban differences are still apparent but a conver­
gence of life styles and attitudes has rapidly made the differences
x
insignificant in terms of wife-mother role perceptions. Finally, 
excessive role stress in modern middle-class rural and urban homes 




The purpose of this dissertation study was to examine the wife- 
mother roles played by married women in the American middle-class 
family and to determine the perception such women have of these roles. 
The study was also designed to determine if there is a significant 
difference in role perception between the wife living in a rural area 
and the wife living in an urban area. The study was Inspired by the 
apparent dilenma of modem American families, as described in this 
introductory chapter.
Chapter I is designed to put the research problem in perspective 
and to present the objectives of the study. Characteristics of the 
family as a social institution are presented in Chapter II. The theo­
retical orientation and conceptual framework are Included in Chapter
III. The methodological procedures utilized in the research and 
analyses are described in Chapter IV. Chapter V contains a discussion 
of findings, and a summary and conclusion are Included in Chapter VI.
The nature of this study was such that the review of literature 
has been Integrated into discussion included in the various chapters 
rather than in one chapter.
I. THE PROBLEM
Many contemporary writers have suggested that the American family 
is in trouble (Davis 1949; Cavan 1963; Sykes 1971; Fullerton 1972).
1
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Their theme seems to be that the family is incapable of performing Its
traditional functions in a modern Industrialized world. Evidence
cited in support of this view includes Increasing divorce rates,
increasing juvenile delinquency, and a widening of the parent/child
hiatus. In short, the American family is seen as being under serious
stress. Some writers, such as Betty Yorburg, question the continued
existence of the family as a social institution:
A more basic question is whether the family as a recognized social 
group will continue to exist jat all. In times of severe societal 
crisis the moral deterioration of the family is commonly lamented 
and the demise of the family is a favorite prediction of sages 
and seers. The present era, in America, is a fruitful one for 
this kind of criticism and speculation. That the contemporary 
American family is in deep trouble, in some respects, is indicated 
by the fact that many serious people, among them students, radicals, 
artists, academicians, and leaders of women's liberation groups, 
are currently raising the question of the continued necessity and 
desirability of a nuclear family, based as it is on an exclusive 
parent-child relationship (Yorburg, 1973:190).
Mervyn Cadwallader is even more pessimistic about marriage in
modern America. He has this rather cynical conanent:
The truth as I see it is that contemporary marriage is a wretched 
institution. It spells the end of voluntary affection, of a love 
freely given and joyously received. Beautiful romances are 
transmuted into dull marriages, and eventually the relationship 
becomes constricting, corrosive, grinding and destructive. The 
beautiful love affair becomes a bitter contract (Cadwallader, 
1969:323).
Cadwallader's adjectives: constricting, corrosive, grinding and
destructive, are hardly those one would use to describe a stable, 
healthy institution.
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A number of writers have offered explanations for the problems 
of the American family. Snell and Gail Putney view the alarming 
American divorce rate and the instability of marriage as a result of 
the American's inclination to "marry for love". They feel the majority 
of Americans, Imbued with illusions of romantic love, enter into 
marital alliances which can only lead to unhappiness and conflict, 
"...love is an impediment to marital happiness... . Love may form the 
basis for a charming weekend, but it is an unstable foundation for a 
marriage" (Putney and Putney, 1964:118).
Joost Meerloo, whose ideas precede the Putneys' notion of the
illusion of romantic love by half a decade, suggests that Americans
have lost the "awe for subtle inner processes". He observes that:
The glamourlzatlon of human love and wisdom and the need for 
spectacular events takes away confidence in the redundancy 
and the continuity of life. I desire to call attention to an 
exalted and over-romanticized concept of love with which 
people usually become acquainted through the movies and tortured 
literature. This "love" wrongly presents and emphasizes the 
hasty attainment of goals that in reality take long years of
steady companionship and endurance to ripen and are therefore--
naturally beyond reach for a young, just-beginning marriage
relationship (Meerloo, 1959:12).
Meerloo refers to the above situation as the "confusing semantics
of love" and concludes that many couples are unable to maintain or
recreate these romantic notions in the marital context and, lacking
the energy or tolerance to make adjustments to their new status,
become disillusioned and dissatisfied to the point of separation and,
finally, divorce. Unable to build a constant, firm foundation for
4
their marital relationship, "They continue their eternal search for 
what exists only in fairy tales" (Meerloo, 1959:13).
Judd Marmor offers another explanation for problems of the 
family. He contends that "conspicuous consumption" has become our 
goal and success is the only criterion of adequacy. We have all 
become experts in "packaging" so that inner values are hidden and 
communication breaks down or is relegated to discussion of trivia.
Family togetherness is reduced to the "semi-autism of television 
viewing". Marmor admits that this is not the entire picture, but 
nevertheless says, "...this is a rather extreme and bleak picture of the 
direction in which contemporary American family life seems to be 
moving" (Marmor, 1959:111).
Other writers in various ways have suggested the above indict­
ments of the American family. For example, Gresham M. Sykes notes that,
In fact, a great many social commentators have argued that 
the companionship or colleague family developing in the 
United States today, is shot through with miseries and tensions 
and may be a good deal less stable as an institution than some 
social scientists have claimed (Sykes, 1971:76).
Writing at the midpoint of the century, Kingsley Davis perceived
that the alteration of the family was the key to increasing divorce
and the frantic desire to find happiness in marriage. In his words,
Wedlock has so far lost its connections with the rest of the 
social order that it has become merely a vehicle for sexual 
gratification and companionship. Outside this sphere it has 
no significance that would give it stability (Davis, 1949:425).
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Lawrence Kubie cites the "population bomb" and its effects on
essential life sustaining materials, increasing divorce rates, earlier
marriages, larger families, the increased hostility and illness of
sibling rivalry, and the mobility which makes the family a "motel for
nomads on the go", as supportive evidence for his thesis that the
family is becoming deformed. He makes the strong statement,
I start with the assumption that family life as we know it today 
is a failure, that its failure is increasing, and that unless 
we do some hard thinking about it and some hard planning, its 
failure will destroy the culture and the civilization that we 
prize so highly (Kubie, 1959:138).
It can be seen from the quotations cited that the current 
status of the American family is not considered healthy. Many reasons 
are suggested for this ill health, such as war effects, changing 
laws, permissiveness, status of women, urbanization, Industrialization, 
child orientation, economic stress, sex, male dominance, and occupation 
roles. Not only is causation sought ubiquitously but cause and effect 
seem often to be confused and transposed.
As noted, this study was inspired by the myriad postulations 
about the family. It seeks to focus on the phenomenon of family 
change as a problem of role perception and role relationships. The 
overall research assumption is that the married woman's perception of 
her marital roles is not clear because of changing times, and leads 
her to role behavior which tends to create problems.
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The next section of this introductory chapter includes a 
description of the environment in which the woman perceives her role, 
as well as a description of the influencing factors in that setting 
which may effect her role perception.
II. THE SETTING
The American society has been termed an emerging mass society. 
Such societies have certain characteristics which are well recognized. 
Louis Wirth enumerates these characteristics as: large populations,
wide dispersal of people, heterogeneous composition, individual 
anonymity, lack of organization, no common customs or traditions and 
unattached individuals. He goes on to say that, in such societies, 
life becomes splintered and individual membership in organizations 
which represent only segmented aspects of man's personal life lead 
people toward manipulated goal orientation. "Hence", says Wirth,
"all of us are in some respects characterized in our conduct by mass 
behavior" (Wirth, 1948:3).
Daniel Bell in his description of America as a mass society
summarizes a "mass society" as follows:
The revolutions in transport and communications have brought men 
into closer contact with each other and bound them in new ways. 
The division of labor has made them more interdependent; tremors 
in one part of society affect all others. Despite this greater 
Interdependence, however, individuals have grown more estranged 
from one another. The old primary group ties of family and local 
community have been shattered; ancient parochial faiths are 
questioned; few unifying values have taken their place. Most 
important, the critical standards of an educated elite no longer
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shape opinion or taste. As a result, mores and morals are In 
constant flux, relations between individuals are tangential 
or compartmentalized, rather than organic. At the same time, 
greater mobility, spatial and social, Intensifies concern over 
status. Instead of a fixed or known status, symbolized by dress 
or title, each person assumes a multiplicity of roles and con­
stantly has to prove himself In a succession of new situations. 
Because of all this, the Individual loses a coherent sense of 
self. His anxieties Increase. There ensues a search for new 
faiths (Bell, 1960:21).
It can be seen that far-reaching change Is characteristic of an 
emerging mass society. It Is the thesis of this research that the 
events and changes associated with a mass society have set the stage 
for changing role relationships within the American family. This 
theme has been elaborated by numerous scholars. It Is often difficult 
to pinpoint a specific segment of time when significant changes occur, 
both because change is continuous and because the nearness of con­
temporary history warps one's perspective. What may appear to be a 
significant period in time may only be an ethnocentric aggrandizement 
of a quite ordinary era. Nevertheless, the last three decades can be 
designated as a period of enormous change, both technological and 
social. In the writer's opinion, It is possible that this period may 
eventually be considered as Important as those of the agricultural 
and Industrial revolutions. In fact, some historians are already 
referring to this period as a time of significant change In the 
American culture (Koos, 1957; Goode, 1964; Farber, 1964; Mead and 
Kaplan, 1965; and Ridley, 1969).
Since the early to mid 1940's the lives of most Americans 
have been seriously altered. World War II was a time of great 
mobility. Due to the exigencies of global warfare Americans were
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exposed to experiences which in normal times would have been far 
beyond their expectations. Fighting men and auxiliary units were 
shipped to all corners to the earth and at home working people were 
massed in strategic production areas. People from rural farmlands, 
urban slums, large and small cities and all social classes coped with 
new environments and novel situations in the coercive atmosphere of 
world conflict. Members of racial minorities were given heretofore 
unlmagined opportunities; women left their kitchens and cradles to 
work in war factories, and even the youth of the nation assumed 
new responsibilities.
After the war, it was Impossible to "put all the pieces back 
into their respective places." Many men and women stationed at mili­
tary bases or working across the nation preferred to remain in their 
new locations. Minority peoples did not want to return to their for­
mer statuses, women did not want to return to domesticity and youth did 
not want to return to their previous routines. Veteran benefits and 
federal loans enabled vast numbers to acquire previously unobtainable 
education, jobs, and homes. A new air of social consciousness, spurred, 
perhaps,by the cooperative contributions of people in crisis, pervaded 
the nation. Civil rights and the promise of true equality of opportun­
ity for everyone began to stir comnon Imaginations. Labor unions had 
won and continued to maintain great power, and, as wages Increased and 
material goods became more plentiful, a new lifestyle was made available 
to the masses. With increased income, higher status occupations and
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advanced education the class structure began to change, with the 
bulk of the people moving from lower and working classes to the middle 
class. This same period saw enormous growth In the population as,
In three decades, the population of the United States Increased 
approximately 50 percent. At the same time cities began to swell with 
the urbanization trends generated by movement from rural areas.
The above are highlights of the many changes affecting the 
American people and promoting a mass society. It can be seen that they 
occurred In a relatively short period of time. It should be noted that 
although war may have provided the Impetus for change prior events 
played a major contributlve role as did events which occurred during 
the Intervening decades. Among these events were the cold war, the 
Korean War, automation, Sputnik and the Vietnam War.
The cause of change may not be Important to our study perspec­
tive but the point to be established Is that a more than normal rates of 
change was In progress. Gall Fullerton expresses the Idea we wish to 
convey with the terse exclamatory sentence, "We live In a time of 
social change so rapid that It approaches chaos" (Fullerton, 1972:v).
It Is logical to assume that most of the change noted had an 
affect on the American family. Numerous writers have made this 
assumption. In this regard Ruth Anshen states, "...the family Is moving 
with precipitous speed to greater and greater atomization and destruc­
tion" (Anshen, 1959:17). In his description of the family In transition 
Clifford Kirkpatrick notes the consequences various cultural revolu­
tions have had on the family since the colonial period. He states,
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"Tremendous changes with an ever-accelerated tempo have occurred since 
the Revolution" (Kirkpatrick, 1955:119). W.F. Ogburn and M.F. Nimkoff 
in an earlier work expressed the view that the family has changed 
"radically" and that "it has been changing greatly over the past 
century and a half in the United States" (Ogburn and Nimkoff, 1955: 
250). Cavan views the American family as in transition and out of 
balance with other social Institutions. "At the present time, the 
American family is in a state of contraction, with a residue of few 
though vital functions" (Cavan, 1963:18). Laurence Bee writes of the 
impact of change on the family and the needs of the family during an 
era of rapid change. He states, "The past generation has witnessed 
drastic and widespread change symbolized by the difference between the 
Model T and atomic engines" (Bee, 1959:A).
Yorburg holds the position that these changes are a challenge
to the family. She writes:
We live in a time when traditional definitions of basic insti­
tutions are being challenged on the basis of new values or an 
insistence that old values be more effectively promoted. In 
family life, the formerly dominant values of loyalty, obligation, 
deference, and self-sacrifice are slowly being displaced by the 
standards of happiness, companionship, erotic gratification for 
both sexes, equalltarlanlsm, and compatibility, at least among 
the upper strata in advanced industrial countries (Yorburg, 
1973:1).
If one considers the descriptive words and phrases of these 
authors as they depict modern social change in relationship to the 
family: chaos, precipitous speed, destruction, tremendous, ever-
accelerated tempo, radically, greatly, contraction, challenged, and
11
drastic and widespread, there can be little doubt that the American 
family is seen as passing through a phase of abnormal change.
In general these and other writers have noted that there was a
great increase in size of the middle-class population, a change In 
emphasis from the consanguine family to the conjugal unit, Implementa­
tion of new childrearing practices, an altered relationship between 
husband and wife and the emergence of new, less dependent, roles for 
women.
All of these types of changes have significance for this 
study. However, the focus is on the change which has taken place in 
the perception married women have of their roles. This is the 
concern in the section which follows.
III. THE RESEARCH FOCUS
The problem studied and its setting have been described. It
is now appropriate to identify the specific research focus: the
changing perception that married middle-class women have of their 
roles. This focus is prompted by writers such as Ruth Cavan. She 
writes that it is important to note that the generation of men and 
women who accepted the change in woman's role were the sons and 
daughters of those who initiated the changes and it is the current 
generation, grand and great-grand children of the initiators who are 
still struggling with these role changes. In her words,
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More recently, the trend has been away from fixed roles for 
all members of the family, but especially so for women.
In fact during the period preceding World War I women became 
a storm center. With the more aggressive women organized 
into a militant feminist movement, a minority of women not only 
adapted their roles to changed conditions but demanded new 
roles for themselves and sought to force those still content 
with the wife-and-mother role into roles previously the 
stronghold of men (Cavan, 1963:33).
Other writers who note women's changing roles are Jessie Bernard 
and her co-authors who visualize today's woman as a "truly new woman, 
who was previously unknown" and they declare that, "The changes in 
women's work and family roles have come so rapidly that we have not 
kept up with them" (Bernard, Buchanan and Smith, 1958:297). The "cultural 
lag" seen by Bernard is also recognized by Kirkpatrick (1955). He 
views the status of women from a "rights" perspective, and enumerates 
the "battlegrounds" of the struggle as: economic, political and legal
equality, conduct and status, and domestic. LeMasters also writes of 
"new" roles, "Since grandmother's day American mothers have taken on 
new community and new economic roles..." (LeMaster, 1970:7).
Writing at an earlier period Ogburn and Nimkoff relate urbani­
zation to woman's changing economic roles, changing authority patterns, 
and cultural lag contending, "That modern middle-class wives have less 
well-defined roles than their husbands and less clearly defined roles 
than women in the past" (Ogburn and Nimkoff, 1955:165).
Whereas some writers have simply noted or described the occurring 
role changes for women, Mirra Komarovsky, following the view of
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Ogburn and Nimkoff's "less clearly defined" roles for modern women,
cites the discrepancies in women's roles as causal factors in the
creation of problems. She wrote,
Profound changes in the role of women during the past century 
have been accompanied by innumerable contradictions and 
inconsistencies... The problems raised by these discrepancies 
are social problems in the sense that they engender mental 
conflict or social conflict or otherwise frustrate some 
basic Interest of large segments of the population (Komarovsky, 
1946:184-89).
Many others have expressed similar views emphasizing the changes 
in woman's roles. Ashley Montagu (1968) sees the changes as gradual 
but inevitable as he regards changes in woman's educational, occupational 
and familial roles. Carol LeFevre (1973) examines the "new feminists" 
and woman's relinquishing of old traditional roles to acquire new, more 
respectable roles. Betty Rollin (1972) applauds modern woman's pend­
ing escape from her burdening maternal roles or what Rollin calls the 
"myth of motherhood". She wrote, "the younger generation females who 
have been raised on the Myth have not rejected it totally, but at least 
they are beginning to recognize it and thus are opening the way to new, 
more fruitful roles" (Rollin, 1972:135). Regarding the change in 
woman's status, Bert Adams (1971) perceives a relationship between 
woman's changing status, changes in courtship practices, and the 
changing wife roles with concomitant alterations in the husband's roles.
Helena Lopata sums up the discussion of changing women's roles 
with a statement on multidimensional participation in roles.
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All American social indicators show that an Increasingly higher 
proportion of modern women are expanding their involvement in 
political, economic, religious, recreational, and educational 
roles and in relations of great variety and Influence upon social 
structures (Lopata, 1971:46).
The preceding discussion sets the stage for the study and 
research done. The objectives outlined below were derived from the 
themes recurrent in the literature reviewed.
IV. OBJECTIVES
The major purpose of this study has been identified as a 
determination of the family roles middle-class American women play. 
Specific objectives were as follows.
1. To determine how the modern American middle-class married 
mother perceives her wife-mother roles.
2. To determine differences between modern role perceptions 
of wife-mothers and a conceptualized model of traditional role 
perceptions.
3. To determine the relationship of various sociodemographic 
characteristics of middle-class married women to their role perception.
4. To compare the wife-mother role perceptions of rural and 
urban middle-class married women.
5. To investigate the relationship between the role percep­
tion of wife-mothers and role stress in the family.
Hypothetical statements related to these objectives will be 
detailed in subsequent chapters.
CHAPTER II
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FAMILY 
AS A SOCIAL INSTITUTION
The purpose of this chapter is to establish the social setting 
in which the wives-mothers studied perceive their Intramural role 
relationships. That setting is the contemporary American middle-class 
family, a social system, and the intent in this research is to determine 
role relationships within individual families. In this view, the 
discussion which follows is a review of the family as a social institu­
tion and of Individual families as social systems which support the 
institution of the family.
I. DEFINITION OF A FAMILY
The social system of interest to this study, as noted, is a 
family. At this time an attempt will be made to define this often 
loosely used term. In a non-sociological approach, Webster's diction­
ary gives three applicable descriptions:
A group of persons of common ancestry..., a group of individuals 
living under one roof and usually under one head...the basic 
unit in society having as its nucleus two or more adults living 
together and cooperating in the care and rearing of their own 
or adopted children (Merriam, 1970:301).
The United States Bureau of Census arbitrarily but succinctly 
defines a family as "a group of two persons or more related by blood, 
marriage or adoption and residing together". This type of definition
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suffices for enumeration pruposes but Is not In keeping with e socio­
logical approach.
Ernest W. Burgess and his associates establish four basic 
requirements which encompass most of the Ideas found In sociological 
definitions. They are: (1) The family Is a unit of Individuals
united by marriage, blood, or adoption; (2) The members of the family 
typically live together as one household. The size of the house­
hold may vary from the extended family to the marital dyad of husband 
and wife; (3) The family members enact roles socially prescribed and 
endorsed by the individuals. Interaction In terms of these roles 
gives a unity to the family; (4) The family maintains a common culture 
derived mainly from the general culture as brought to the family by 
the husband and wife. In light of these Ideas Burgess, Locke and 
Thornes provide the following definition:
The family may now be defined as a group of parsons united by 
ties of marriage, blood or adoption; constituting a single 
household; interacting and conmunlcatlng with each other In 
their respective roles of husband and wife, mother and father, 
son and daughter, brother and sister; and creating and main­
taining a common culture (Burgess, Locke and Thornes, 1963:2).
This Is the definition of the family as a social system selected 
as a reference base for the research done. However, there is a key 
distinction to be made between a family as a social system and the 
family as a social Institution. Bertrand's definition of the family 
as a social system incorporates the characteristics of Burgess and 
the other listed definitions. A family as a social system, according 
to Bertrand, is "a socially sanctioned grouping of pereons united by
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kinship, marriage, or adoption ties, who generally share a coranon
habitat and interact according to well-defined social roles"
(Bertrand, 1967:304). Bertrand clearly differentiates between family
as a social system and the family as a social institution. He states,
As a social institution, the family may be defined as a system 
of culturally defined behavioral patterns that serve a definite 
pattern maintenance function by providing institutionalized ways 
for regulating sexual activity and procreation, placing the new 
member of society in the social structure and introducing the 
new member to the behavioral requirements necessary for becoming 
a functioning member of the society (Bertrand, 1967:302).
Gerald R. Leslie depicts the nuclear family as a universal form
and delineates two types of nuclear family, the family of orientation
and the family or procreation.
Normally, during his lifetime, each person in the society is a 
member of two different, overlapping nuclear families. He is 
born into a nuclear family composed of himself, his siblings 
(brothers and sisters) and his parents. This nuclear family is 
called the family of orientation. At marriage the Individual 
leaves his family of orientation to create a new nuclear family 
composed of himself, his spouse, and his children. This new 
nuclear family in which the individual lives as an adult is called 
the family of procreation (Leslie, 1973:14).
The interest of this study is in the family of procreation 
and the focus of research, as noted, is on the wife-mother. The intent 
is to view the role perception of the wife-mother in relationship 
to her spouse and children in the setting of the American middle- 
class family of procreation.
II. STRUCTURAL AND FUNCTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THE MODERN FAMILY
It is generally conceded that the family is a universal social
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Institution, but that the family systems which support this institution 
have differed according to time periods and in varying cultures 
(Linton, 1936; Murdock, 1949; Sirjamaki, 1953; Parsons and Bales, 1955; 
Bertrand, 1958; Farber, 1964; and Blood, 1972). We will consider the 
varying characteristics and the differing specific functions of the 
family. In each instance a description of the most common character­
istics of the American family preceding the modern family will be 
given along with a characterization of the modern American family.
Kinship Relations
There are two basic types of families based on kinship relations; 
the conjugal or nuclear family and the extended or consanguine family. 
There are variations in the strict definition of these types but most 
authors agree on their general nature. For example, Burgess, Locke 
and Thornes (1963) distinguish the conjugal family as a husband-wife 
unit with or without children. In contrast, Fullerton (1972), 
following the more common practice, refers to both the conjugal and 
nuclear family as the unit which includes husband, wife and immature 
children. Despite such disparate views it would appear that one may 
safely consider the terms conjugal and nuclear as synonymous. The 
extended or consanguine family includes the concept of biological 
blood relationship or consanguinity which normally extends the nuclear 
unit to include father and mother, aunts and uncles, brothers and 
sisters, nieces and nephews, and cousins.
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In a world perspective the most conmion kinship type has been that
of the consanguine or extended family. However, the modern American
family Is regarded as a conjugal unit. Ralph H. Turner, relying closely
on Linton (1936), summarizes the conjugal system in this manner.
Perhaps the main value orientation of the conjugal system can be 
summed up by saying that the larger kin group is only recognized 
and justified Insofar as it serves the Interests of the conjugal 
unit. Under the contrasting system, the conjugal unit is 
justified and evaluated largely for its contribution to the larger 
kin group. Under the conjugal system as it has evolved in the 
United States, the reversal of value between extended and conjugal 
units seems to be merely a step toward a shift of focus from 
the family unit of any kind to the individual. The conjugal unit 
is more important than the larger kin group only because it is 
closer to the individual. The conjugal unit is Increasingly 
judged by its services to individual members (Turner, 1970:415).
In elaborating on the kinship nature of the modern American
family, one point needs to be stressed. Because the conjugal unit is
relatively independent from larger kin groups does not mean that it is
totally isolated. There is still interchange and degrees of mutual
assistance between kinship members of linked conjugal units. This point
is made by William J. Goode.
Thus, at present it seems useful to keep in mind that a conjugal 
family system is one in which more social emphasis is placed 
on the conjugal bond, or on the structural form of the nuclear 
family, than in other family systems, but the small family unit 
is not entirely independent (Goode, 1964:51).
Other sociologists sought to delineate the modern family in terms which
imply larger family interaction and involvement. Burgess, Locke and
Thornes provide the following reference.
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...the family has been In transition from an Institution, with 
family behavior controlled by the mores, public opinion, and 
law, to a companionship, with behavior arising from the mutual 
affection, equality, and consensus of its members. The com­
panionship form of the family Is not to be conceived as having 
been realized but as emerging... The modern democratic family 
approximates most nearly the Ideal construct of the companionship 
family, in which the members enjoy a high degree of self- 
expression and at the same time are united by the bonds of affection, 
congeniality, and coimnon interests (Burgess, Locke, and Thornes,
1963:A).
Rae Blumberg and Robert Winch suggest a "curvilinear hypothesis"
which conceives of the extended family as a midpoint in the pendulum
swing from primitive nuclear to modem nuclear family.
This means that the most extended complex familial systems should 
be found most frequently among societies in an intermediate range 
of societal complexity, particularly among settled agricultural 
people. Per contra, at the ends of the continuum of societal 
complexity— among the simple hunting-gathering groups and in modem 
Industrial— we should find a familial system based on small, 
Independent, nonextended units, that is, a nuclear family unit 
(Blumberg and Winch, 1972:899).
Our conclusion, in terms of this study, is that the modem 
American family is primarily conjugal in character, but has certain 
ties which give it a consanguine cast.
Mate Selection
Mate selection is also a structural aspect of the family as a 
social unit. Terms which have relevance in this connection include 
exogamy, which connotes the selection of a mate from outside one's 
own group, as culturally defined in terms of racial, religious, famil­
ial or other ties. For illustration, incest taboos have been developed
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to assure the selection of a mate exclusive of certain blood relatives. 
Incest taboos vary but most normally forbid a male to marry his 
grandmother, mother, aunt, sister, niece, and frequently first cousin. 
Endogamy, by contrast, Is the practice of forcing mate selection 
within socially defined groups. Few societies allow completely 
free choice in mate selection.
Mate selection in much of the world, in the past, was normally
a family concern rather than an individual matter. Marriages, under
such circumstances, tend to stress benefit for the family economically,
politically or in other ways. In contrast, mate selection in modern
America tends to stress romantic selection. Nevertheless, Americans
continue to marry within racial, religious and class boundaries to
a large extent. Kingsley Davis explains why the romantic illusion
persists in the U.S.
But why do we emphasize marital happiness? The answer is that 
there is nothing else in modern marriage to emphasize. Wedlock 
has so far lost its connections with the rest of the social 
order that it has become merely a vehicle for sexual gratifi­
cation and companionship. Outside this sphere it has no 
significance that would give it stability. It is no longer an 
economic partnership, a political alliance, a communal matter, 
and a religious sacrament (Davis, 1949:425).
Despite the above, few people choose to radically rupture 
close kinship ties and neither parent nor child seeks to alienate each 
other in choice of a marriage partner. Said another way, by "technically 
free" choice it is meant that any person is free to marry any eligible 
person he chooses. However, there is always the limitation of
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opportunity as an absolute condition. It is difficult to marry one 
with whom you do not have social contact.
Fullerton notes that the ambivalence in mate selection traces 
back to our colonial heritage. She states, "In the American colonies 
the ideal of free choice of mate, with parental consent, has been the 
basis of marriage from the outset." Yet, every colonial father 
wanted to see that his son and daughter made a good match so there was 
an air of arrangement in the concept of parental approval (Fullerton, 
1972:288).
Our perspective then, is that choice of mate in modern America 
is influenced by various factors, such as parents, education, religion, 
generation, social class or that generic catch-all term "love".
Forms of Marriage
Essentially, from a structural perspective, there are two patterns 
or forms of marriage; monogamy and polygamy. Monogamy involves the 
union of one man and one woman, designated as husband and wife.
Polygamy is a practice which involves three or more persons in a 
marital union. Variations of polygamy include polygyny, a form which 
involves the marriage of one woman to two or more men; and group 
marriage which is the practice of two or more men marrying two or more 
women. The scanty documentation of polyandry and group marriage 
indicates they are not popular concepts.
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Though there are historical exceptions to the monogamous rule 
in the United States, notably in the American religious sect, the 
Latter Day Saints, during the mineteenth century, Americans tradi­
tionally have practiced monogamy. This is true despite the popularity 
of the notion that the human male is by nature promiscuous. This 





There was a time when the marriage contract in the United
States gave exclusive economic and sexual rights to the male without
placing any restrictions on him (Burgess, Locke, Thornes, 1963).
Today, with a determined assault on the sexual double standard
(Fullerton, 1972) woman has gained many of the rights once granted
solely to the man (Sirjamaki, 1953). Nevertheless, both legally
and morally the normative form of marriage for modern middle-class
Americans remains monogamy (Cavan, 1963).
Lines of Descent
The manner of reckoning descent is also a structural feature 
of the family. Line of descent is most comnonly reckoned through 
the male line, known as the patrilineal system. When descent is 
traced through the female line the system is termed matrllineal.
The bilateral system traces descent through both the male and female 
lines.
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It is customary, in modern America, for the married woman to
assume her husband's surname and for children of the union to be
given their father's surname. However, descent is traced through
both parental kinship lines and the child is not assumed to belong
more to one group than to another. It has been suggested (Parsons,
1943) that this system should be termed "multilineal" but the more
commonly accepted term is bilateral. George Murdock relates bilateral
descent to the American family in these terms.
Bilateral descent, Instead of being a combination of patrilineal 
and matrilineal, reflects a complete absence of any unilinear 
emphasis.
The commonest type of bilateral kin group, as previously noted, 
is the kindred. In our society, where its members are collectively
called "kinfolk" or "relatives", it includes that group of
near kinsmen who may be expected to be present and participant 
on important ceremonial occasions, such as weddings, christenings, 
funerals, Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners, and "family 
reunions" (Murdock, 1949:56).
Authority Patterns
Family structure is also manifested in authority patterns.
The most universally accepted authority pattern is patriarchy, a 
practice which invests power and authority in the position of husband 
and father. In contrast to this pattern is a matriarchy, a situation
in which the position of wife and mother is dominant. A third
authority pattern is known as the equalitarian family, in which 
authority is shared by the husband, wife, and older children.
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In its more recent history the American family has moved from
the patriarchal system in the direction of the equalitarlan system.
Jessie Bernard, writes:
The prejudice of the generation reared in the United States 
in the early twentieth century, under the Influence of 
feministic agitation, educated by women in the feministic 
tradition, and imbued with Ideals of democracy, tend in the 
direction of the equalitarlan family, in which control is lodged 
in both husband and wife with each having his own area of 
dominance, or exercised jointly (Bernard, 1942:458).
Bertrand draws a similar conclusion with the qualification that the
American family has not necessarily stabilized at this form but is
moving towards it.
In our society the patriarchal family has been gradually 
superceded by a more democratic system. The ultimate 
development of this trend, the more or less complete equality 
of men and women in decision making, is called the equalitarlan 
family structure (Bertrand, 1958:212).
Rules of Residence
A sixth structural characteristic of families is related to 
residence patterns. The patrilocal rule of residence decrees that 
the newlywed couple reside with the male's kinship group. Matri- 
patrilocal residence is a variation on this theme, in which the new 
couple resides with the wife's family for a given period or until 
the time of a specific event and then takes up permanent residence 
with the husband's family. The matrilocal rule prescribes that the 
newlyweds live with the wife's family. Bilocal residence is practiced
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when the couple makes its own choice as to whether or not to establish 
residence with the husband's or the wife's kinship group. Avunculocal 
residency is practiced when the couple lives not with the man's or 
woman's parents but with a maternal uncle. The neolocal rule is 
characterized by the newly married couple establishing a place of 
residence away from both sets of parents.
The neolocal practice is followed in the United States. It is 
no doubt associated with the high degree of both occupational and social 
mobility. Modern American couples are far less apt than were their 
progenitors to remain in the physical locale of their parents.
Functions
The functions of family systems and of the family as a social 
institution have been described by many sociologists (Sirjamaki, 1953; 
Kirkpatrick, 1955; Parsons and Bales, 1955; Bertrand, 1958; Montagu, 
1969; Klemer, 1970; Kephart, 1972; and Blood, 1972). Most authors 
include, with minor variations, the following functions; procreation 
and socialization of the young (including care, education and ascrip­
tion), sex regulation, economic, religious, social control, self 
defense, and recreation.
It is not uncommon to associate change in functions the family 
serves with periods in history, such as the Agricultural Revolution or 
other periods of major change, technologically and/or culturally.
V. Gordon Childe (1951) stresses the time of the rise of cities 
(approximately 5000 B.C.) in the great delta areas of major river
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valleys such as the Indus, Tigris-Euphrates or Nile as the period 
of greatest changes affecting the basic functions of the family.
Prior to this time man had lived in relatively small hunting and 
gathering groups or in agrarian villages. In such a habitat all the 
primary functions of the society lay within the domain of the family.
Perhaps the greatest changes affecting the modern family are 
in the basic economic, socialization and control functions (Ogburn 
and Nimkoff, 1955; Burgess, Locke and Thornes, 1963; and Turner, 1970). 
Today the American family is an economic consumer unit ra,:her than a 
producer unit. Also religious worship and instruction is relegated to 
organized professionals and social control lies in the province of law 
courts, juvenile authorities and police departments. Defense is in 
the hands of government, as is welfare and old age security. There 
remains to the family only such functions as sexual regulation, 
companionship, and procreation and socialization of the young. These 
are the basic characteristics of the companionship family; the two­
fold orientation of sex and companionship for the adult (see Davis 
quote, page 4) and development of the child. Many writers have 
elaborated on the theme of the functions of companionship family. 
Parsons and Bales (1955) lay stress on child care and socialization, 
and the "structurally unsupported" situation of the marriage bond. 
Fullerton (1972) regards the primary function of the companionship 
family to be the provision of the continuity and Intimacy not found 
in other relationships. Blood (1964) views the loss of family
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functions to other institutions as beneficial because the family can 
now emphasize its own special area, personal relationships. These 
elements of intimacy and personal relationships are coming to be 
regarded as the special function which, in modern urban society, can 
only be provided by the companionship family. It is in this setting 
of intimacy and companionship that the modern wife-mother must perceive 
her roles.
In summary, the American family may be conceptualized as a 
conjugal unit displaying characteristics which prompt some to refer to 
it as a "companionship" family and practicing endogamOus free-choice 
mate selection in a monogamous marital setting. This conjugal unit 
sanctions bilateral descent lines, equalitarlan authority patterns and 
neolocal residence. Its primary functions are companionship, sex 
regulations, procreation and socialization of the young.
The purpose of the presentation in this chapter has been to 
provide a background for understanding the wife-mother's changing 
role perception and to delineate the family as a social system in which 
the wife-mother status is situated. The next chapter will present 
the theoretical orientation and the conceptual framework for the 
research done.
CHAPTER III
THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
I. INTRODUCTION
The conceptual framework utilized In this study Is outlined 
in this chapter. All the basic concepts employed are defined and 
all the analytical models utilized are described.
The basic theoretical orientation of this study was role 
theory. Two subsidiary theoretical orientations were utilized; change 
theory and stratification theory. The major conceptualization was 
change in the role structure of the middle-class, wife-mother status. 
This change was viewed as a directional change, i.e. role orientation 
toward the husband was seen as a structural alteration which could be 
analyzed in terms of the structural dimensions of roles.
The role theory framework used emphasized three major points of 
focus; range of role reciprocality, role dominance, and role stress.
This theoretical perspective was cast in terms of a system model as 
described below.
II. SYSTEMS THEORY
Since the major orientation of this research is role theory, 
the starting point for a conceptual framework has to be a social system. 
F. Kenneth Berrien defines a system as "a set of components
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Interacting with each other and a boundary which poaseaaea the property 
of filtering both the kind and rate of flow of lnputa and outputs 
to and from the system." He makes the further distinction between 
systems as open and closed, "Open systems are those which accept and 
respond to lmputs" (1968:15). He adds that all real systems, 
though they may vary In degree of openness, are open systems. If 
this Is true then all social systems are open systems', and display 
the characteristics of such systems. Berrien then relates general 
systems to social systems. "We assume that the components of social 
systems— people performing roles— possess characteristics such as 
expectations, beliefs, values, perceptions and cognitions that 
Influence their behavior" (Berrien, 1968:89).
Walter Buckley, though apparently reluctant to Indulge In the
rhetoric of syatems definition, comments on the kind of system
which Is most pertinent to this study— the social system. Buckley
states that a social system,
...may be described generally as a complex of elements or com­
ponents directly or Indirectly related In a causal network, 
such that each component Is related to at least some others 
In a more or less stable way within any particular period 
of time. The components may be relatively simple and stable, 
or complex and changing; they may vary In only one or two 
propertlea or take on many different states. The Inter­
relations between them may be mutual or unidirectional, 
linear, nonlinear or Intermittent, and varying In degreea of 
causal efficacy or priority. The particular kinds of more or 
less stable Interrelations of components that become established 
at any time constitute the particular structure of the system 
at that time, thus achieving a kind of "whole" with some degree 
of continuity and boundary (Buckley, 1967:41).
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Alvin Bertrand refers to the social system as a "conceptual 
model of social organization", stressing Interdependence and lnter- 
llnkage coupled with the element of time, that Is, relationships 
may be of long or short duration. He states, "The prerequisites for 
a social system are two or more people In interaction directed toward 
attaining a goal and guided by patterns of structured and shared 
symbols and expectations" (Bertrand, 1967:25).
It Is apparent from the above definitions that the social 
system model is very applicable to the family. The family meets all 
the qualifications of two (husband and wife) or more (children) 
people in interaction (mating, working, socializing, sharing) directed 
toward attaining a goal (security, companionship, happiness) and 
guided by patterns of structured and shared symbols and expectations 
(statuses and roles).
III. ROLE THEORY
Roles, as noted, are ordinarily construed to be structural 
elements found in social systems. Role theory began as a relatively 
simplistic conceptualization of social organization which is generally 
credited to Ralph Linton. Robert Merton considers the technical fact 
that Linton may not have been first to use the concept of role "as 
true as it is irrelevant", acknowledging that it was only after Linton's 
treatment of status and role in his The Study of Man "that these
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concepts and their implications became systematically incorporated 
Into a developing theory of social structure" (Merton, 1957:368).
In essence, Linton defined status as a social position occupied by 
individuals in a society. He noted however, "A status, as distinct 
from the individual who may occupy it, is simply a collection of 
rights and duties" (Linton, 1936:113). Linton goes on to say, "When 
he (the actor) puts the rights and duties which constitute the status 
into effect, he is performing a role" (Linton, 1936:113). In this 
sense he saw role as a behavior pattern.
Michael Banton discusses an actor's rights and obligations in
terms of claims and expectations. He explains,
By 'right' is here understood a socially sanctioned claim upon 
other persons or upon society in general. By 'obligation' 
is meant a socially sanctioned expectation binding a person 
to meet certain legitimate claims (Banton, 1965:2).
Frederick L. Bates and others have elaborated Linton's basic 
concept of status and role into a highly sophisticated body of 
sociological theory. Bates refers to this elaboration as "a multiple 
role theory approach" and credits the approach to the Merton, Gross, 
Bates triad. He feels the approach "represents a conceptional break­
through which allows the treatment of large complex human groupings" 
(Bates, 1968:20).
This study, then, will employ the multiple role theory approach. 
The author is most familiar with the work of Alvin Bertrand, and will
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rely on Bertrand's compilative and interpretive book, Social Organiza­
tions : A General Systems and Role Theory Perspective, in which he
gives generous credit to Bates and other theorists, for interpretive 
Insight.
With the above background information in mind it is possible 
to move to a more specific explication of the conceptual framework 
followed. To begin with, social systems are seen as containing various 
structural elements. These elements may be described and enumerated 
as follow8. The three elements, which are fundamental to all elemental 
social systems are norm, role, and status-positlon. Other elements, 
found in complex systems, will be identified later.
The norm, as the smallest structural unit now recognized by 
sociologists, is, in essence, the atom of the social system. A norm 
may be defined as a rule which prescribes behavior expected from an 
Individual in a given interaction framework. The prescribed behavior 
may be maximized as required behavior or minimized as acceptable 
behavior. In this sense a norm may be thought of as operating within a 
range of tolerance. The notion of tolerance range will be explored 
in more detail in a later discussion. A norm provides behavioral 
standards for the actor as well as standards by which the alter may 
evaluate the actor's behavior. Integrated subsets or clusters of 
norms make up roles and, in this way, in Interactional situations, 
norms are translated through roles into action.
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It is the norm that dictates the permissible range for patterns 
of role behavior, for example, how much, to what degree, when, frequency 
and intensity, but it is the role that articulates the norms. In the 
mother's homemaker role there is a norm which decrees the frequency 
with which she should prepare meals. Failure to abide by this norm 
may lead to sanctions, such as rebuke from her husband and children.
In the size hierarchy of social system structural elements, 
roles are the second largest unit. Roles are always played in the 
interest of a function and are thus related to the social institution, 
the family. It is this aspect of roles that is of concern in this study. 
The roles of a middle-class wife-mother will be elaborated in terms of 
expectations, perception, role-sets, conflict and other aspects of role 
theory. In this regard the married woman is envisioned as performing 
many roles in a family social system.
The third structural unit found in social systems is status- 
posltion. Individuals are located in the system through status-positlons 
they hold. However, a status-posltion must be differentiated from the 
individual holding or occupying the position at a given time. For 
example, mayor is a status-position and the person occupying that 
position is designated as "mayor" but only for the period of his 
occupancy. Just as roles are made up of related norms, so status- 
positions are made up of subsets of roles. Variation in the number of 
roles is correlated to the degree of complexity of a status-position.
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It is Important that an individual may occupy but a single status- 
position within a single system. The status-position for the married 
woman in a family is that of wife-mother.
Roles may be analyzed in terms of their structural characteristics, 
as well as in other ways. Bertrand, in describing the structural 
attributes of roles, lists seven of their structural qualities.
These seven qualities served as the springboard for the launching of 
this study. One of the principal aspects of the conceptual framework 
is to show how these qualities in the wife-mother's role are being 
altered. The structural qualities are as follows.
Structural Distance
Roles are conceived of as being separated by structural distance
from other roles. Structural distance is merely a function of the
total number of social unit boundaries between two or more given roles.
According to Bertrand,
The most proximal roles are those in one status-position played 
by one actor toward another actor in the same group. The second 
in order of proximity are two roles in one status-position 
played by one actor but toward different alters in the same 
group. Next in order of distance are two roles played by the same 
actor but in two groups within the same complex organization—  
that is, roles which are part of the same situs. The fourth 
order of structural distance exists when an actor plays roles 
which cross from one complex organization to another (one situs 
to another) (Bertrand, 1972:57).
Structural distance is, hypothetically, related to integration 
and conflict. Proximity of norms and roles logically would tend to 
increase integration and decrease conflict. Since family interaction
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is characterized by the closest possible structural order of norms and 
roles the maximum distance would be third order norms and second order 
roles— one is led to suggest that stress is minimized because of the 
close Integration of the roles. This would also tend to facilitate 
the family's socialization function. Both consequences have relevance 
for the analysis which follows.
Range of Reciprocity
Roles are manifest through relationships between actors, that
is, through interaction. This is the second structural aspect of role
which is measurable. Measurement is in terms of the number of
reciprocal relationships a given role has. In other words, a role
may be reciprocal to a single actor or to several actors, all members
of the same group. Bates' classification includes three ranges of
reciprocality: a unilateral role, that is one which is paired to
only one role; a multilateral role, one which is paired with several
roles; and an omnilateral role, one which is paired with all roles
in all positions within a given group.
Bertrand is convinced that the range of reciprocality of a role
has consequences for a system. He states,
...we can hypothesize that those norms and roles with narrow 
ranges of reciprocality will have minimal effect on the total 
structure of a given system, whereas those with a wide range 
of reciprocality will have more of an Impact on the relative 
stability of a given system (Bertrand, 1972:57).
37
The corollary to this hypothesis is that the wider the range of 
reciprocality that exists the weaker are the bonds between existing 
relationships. That is, there is a limit to the number of role 
relations an actor can carry on intensively. Range of Reciprocity is 
one of the three elements of role theory fitted into the conceptual 
framework. Determination of the relationship between range of 
reciprocity and the wife-mother*8 perception of her role is essential 
to this study. If, as postulated, the modern woman is becoming more 
spouse than child oriented, then she is favoring her unilateral role 
relationship with her husband at the expense of her multilateral role 
relationships which include her children.
Orientation to System Boundaries
A role can have significance only within a system or it may 
serve as a linking mechanism between two systems. This is another 
way to view a structural dimension. Those roles which are completely 
oriented to activities within a system are designated as intramural 
roles, those oriented to interaction which goes outside a system are 
extramural roles. All role relationships between members of a family 
are intramural role relationships. The relevance of this fact 
for the present study is with the wife-mother's intramural roles.
It is recognized, of course, that her extramural roles may condition 
her intramural roles. For example, her idea regarding the way she
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plays her roles toward husband and children may depend on where she 
works or to what church she belongs.
Temporal Span
One quality of roles which is not too well understood Is their 
time span. All elements of social structure Including roles have 
periods of inactivity or latency. "This is true because actors do 
different things at different time, and indeed have periods when they 
do relatively nothing" (Bertrand, 1972:59). Some roles may have long 
periods of activity while others may be relatively short. Normally, 
one would expect roles related to family activities to have longer time 
spans. For purpose of this study, the temporal span of the wife- 
mother rs roles was regarded in the context of the woman’s perception 
of the importance of a specific role. Her homemaker role, for example, 
could take up a greater or lesser time depending on her interpretation 
of its importance.
Range of Tolerance
Roles have a range of tolerance, which as noted, is identifiable 
as a structural dimension. To illustrate, family recreational roles 
involving play behavior may have a broad range of tolerance, whereas 
acts of aggression on the part of children may be controlled much more 
closely. Current changes in the family apparently are toward more 
flexibility, and the determination of the ranges of this flexibility 
is a goal of the present study. A wider tolerance range of roles
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related to childcare and spouse relations may be part of redefinition 
of how the wlfe-mother roles should be played.
Intensity
This structural dimension of roles is similar to tolerance 
ranges in that it is concerned with noncompulsive behavior as 
behavior which is rigidly circumscribed. In Bertrand's words,
"...the Intensity dimension reflects the perceived Importance of given 
behavior to group survival, and the degree of intensity relates to the 
severity of the sanction which will be applied" (Bertrand, 1972:60).
The relevance of this dimension to the present study is readily apparent. 
It is conceivable that role relationships in the family may be altered 
in such a way as to shift the intensity factor in the wife-mother's 
role from child related role to husband related role.
Degree of Clarity
This structural dimension relates to how well different members 
of a system understand a role. The importance of this dimension to 
social organization is obvious; it is essential to the normative order. 
Lack of clarity may exist as a result of vague or unclear definitions 
of role so that interacting members are uncertain of expectations, or 
because individual actors are not sure of the personal application 
of the role. The transitional period after acquiring new status- 
positions, for example, those of a teenager or newlywed, is often a 
time of lack of norm clarity.
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The modern crisis of role identity may be viewed in terms of 
"degrees of clarity". Husband and wife, son and daughter, appear 
uncertain of their roles in a changing family system and this could 
be a contributive element to the problem under study.
IV. ROLE DOMINANCE
In addition to structural qualities, there are other role 
theory conceptualizations which are applicable to this study. When 
roles are reciprocally paired, the existing relationship is often 
unequal in a power sense in that one role is dominant and the other 
recessive. Dominance, in the first Instance, may occur between 
statu8-posltlonti, as between husband and wife or parent and child. 
Melvin Tunln refers to this type of dominance as "role power", stat­
ing, "Every pair of status-roles is characterized by the power that 
each member has to shape the relationship" (Tumin, 1973:31).
Dominance may also occur within a status-position as when one 
role takes precedence over a second role as in the case of the 
housekeeper role of a wife-mother taking dominance over a playmate 
role. Bates Informs us that a dominant role of this nature "...is a 
role which determines the structure of that part of the position in 
which it is found due to the relative inflexibility of the norms 
which compose it". In contrast he finds that a recessive role 
"...is simply one which becomes changed or adjusted in relation to 
a dominant role" (Bates, 1956:316).
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There was a concern In this study with "shifting dominance",
I.e. a set of circumstances under which a dominant role may become 
recessive in nature. For example, the question which arises is 
whether certain roles In the wife-mother status-positlon have 
changed their character from dominant to recessive. Intra-status 
role dominance Is the second element emphasized In the conceptual 
framework. It Is proposed to determine a dominant-submissive 
relationship between spouse oriented and child oriented roles In 
the wife-mother status position.
V. ROLE SET
The concept of role-set is most generally associated with 
Robert Merton. Merton explains a role-set as follows "...by which 
I mean that complement of role relationships which persons have by 
virtue of occupying a particular social status" (Merton, 1957:369). 
Implicit In this statement is the Idea that all the roles of a 
given status-positlon make up a role-set. Bertrand perceives that 
Merton's meaning of role-set Is congruent with the usual meaning of 
status-positlon. He terms a role-set as all roles of a status-positlon 
which are reciprocal to the roles In another status-positlon.
"All of the roles In a position reciprocal to a specific other 
position would thus constitute a role-set" (Bertrand, 1972:73).
In essence, Bertrand combined Bates' notion of range of reciprocality 
with Merton's concept of role-set. For Instance, one may consider
42
four of a woman's roles as homemaker, comforter, companion and 
dl8clpllner. Three of these roles; homemaker, comforter and 
companion form a role-set reciprocallty related to her husband's 
complementary role-set. Dlsclpllner, though a role In the wife- 
mother status-positlon, would not be considered reciprocal to the 
position of husband.
The next section will consider the reciprocal relationship 
between the role-set of the wife-mother and the husband-father.
VI. SPOUSE ORIENTATION IN THE CONJUGAL FAMILY
It is primary to the thesis of this study that realignment 
of the American woman's familial role is in the direction of a 
greater emphasis on the wife's roles which are related to her husband. 
Consensus would appear to grant the evolutionary alteration of the 
family structure toward this position. Some writers describe a 
"companionship" type family which includes companionship relations 
with the child, while others are more specific in their direct 
portrayal of a deeper husband-wife bond. However, even in the 
former instances inference to marital relationships is strong 
enough that we may postulate a greater spouse orientation.
Three essential points will be established here. The element 
of spouse togetherness in the "companionship" family is detailed 
first. Then references are presented to show the modern attitude
A3
concerning the Importance of love and the sexual bond. Finally an 
effort Is made to demonstrate the negative affects of children on 
the conjugal relationship.
Burgess, Locke and Thornes are credited with the conceptualiza­
tion of the companionship family. They list four principle components 
of companionship: "Joint participation in common interests and
activities, confiding and talking things over, understanding the ideas 
and feelings of the other, and demonstration of affection" (Burgess, 
Locke and Thornes, 1963:296). In their study they report the 
attitudes of couples which contain such sentiments of togetherness 
as, "...being compatible, doing things together...", and "The idea 
of being continually with the person you are in love with; then, too, 
the idea of you two together in your home" (Burgess, Locke and 
Thornes, 1963:296).
Kirkpatrick views the companionship pattern as more character­
istic of the leisure class and describes the privileges commensurate 
with the companionship role.
The companion role is essentially a leisure class phenomenon.
The privileges pertaining to this role include pleasures 
shared with the husband, a more romantic emotional response, 
admiration, funds adequate for dress and recreation, leisure 
for social and educational activity, and chivalrous attentions 
(Kirkpatrick, 1955:163).
Bee (1959) labels the central role of the women in the 
agricultural family as that of mother and "handmaiden" to her 
husband; for this woman companionship was an undreamed of luxury.
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In the modern middle-class woman has come to regard her central role 
as that of a combined homemaker and companion to both her husband 
and her children.
In these comments on the companion family there is emphasis 
on the companionship role, principally of the man and woman; the 
togetherness of the dyad. Fullerton perceives an increasing sense 
of personal worth for the woman in the new ideal of togetherness and 
interdependence. "What is emerging is a new mutual symbiosis in 
which the husband and wife share once again in both domestic and 
economic functions" (Fullerton, 1972:23).
John Sirjamakl views the pairbond as a survival mechanism 
for individuals. "Now higher standards in marriage are possible, and 
these include the desire for happiness and companionship by the 
spouses..." (Sirjamakl, 1953:79). The element of happiness is a 
recurring theme in analyses of the modern family. Traditionally 
the family has stressed subordination of parental needs to the 
desires of the children but changing attitudes are moving in the 
direction of concern for adult happiness (Farber, 1964).
Blood sees the marriage relationship as one that is unique 
and contrasts with most social relationships, "The essence of 
marriage is the personal relationship between the partners. To use 
a more technical term, marriage is what sociologists call a 
'primary relationship1" (Blood, 1964:4).
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William Stephens finds the sharing attributes of the American
marriage uncommon characteristics.
Marriage, In our society, ordinarily Involves a certain amount 
of Intimacy and sharing between husband and wife: living 
and sleeping together; eating together; going together to parties, 
on visits, and to various recreations; jointly owning house, 
car, and other possessions; and so forth. This degree of 
togetherness Is usually not found In other societies (Stephens, 
1963:270).
There Is a balance of power existing between the two families 
of orientation and the family of procreation. Because of this 
"symmetrical multilineality of the system” there is, according to 
Parsons, an emphasis on the marriage relationship which detracts 
from other family relationships. "From this It seems legitimate to 
conclude that In a peculiar sense which is not equally applicable 
to other systems the marriage bond, in our society, is the main 
structural keystone of the kinship system" (Parsons, 1959:252).
In analyzing the roles of the American mother LeMasters 
draws these conclusions, "In the area of sex alone, today's wife Is 
supposed to be a sexual companion for her husband...She is supposed 
to share her husband's enthusiasm for sex." Nor, he continues,
Is the companionship role confined to sex but It is expanded to 
Include many of her husband's activities which she can share,
"...The modem wife's place is not 'in the home' but out in the world 
with her husband". He considers the new companionship facet of 
woman's role as a middle-class phenomenon, "...In so far as America 
Is becoming increasingly a white-collar society the ideal of husband- 
wife togetherness would seem to be spreading" (LeMasters, 1970:129).
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The role of sex companion Is an element of the larger con­
ceptualization of the modern mania for "love" in the marital 
relationship. Roland Tharp states, "The wife, whose role 
responsibility is socioemotional, wishes a husband who will work 
with her in an atmosphere of loving intimacy" (Tharp, 1970:87).
Bold indeed would be the sociologist who played King Canute to the 
rising tide of love in marriage. Robert Kelley writes,
Love is an omnipresent Ingredient in American courtship, 
and it leads us from courtship to marriage so that it 
can find permanent expression. Although the customs of 
other cultures have placed marriage first, with love and physical 
attraction following, this is not the American background, 
social class, economic position, religious affiliation, and a 
dozen other important social and personality factors, all of 
these are meaningless without love— the basic ingredient.
The romantic image has left this clear Impress upon our 
culture, and most dating partners are Interested, not in 
debating the value and importance of love, but in discovering 
whether the loved one measures up to reasonable expectations 
in some particular practical respects (Kelley, 1969:195).
In his view of marriage as a "primary relationship" Robert
0. Blood sees the marital relationship not as a means to an end 
but an end in itself. Therefore, focus is not on the benefits of 
the relationship but on the relationship itself, "The focus is on 
the encounter between the two persons... Awareness, sensitivity, 
and response are the dominant moods. Spontaneity and generosity 
characterize the interaction. Love is the motivating force"
(Blood, 1964:5).
Robert Winch and his colleagues postulate a theory of 
complementary needs in mate-selection as a motivational factor.
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The basis of their theory Is rooted In the elements of love.
"The theory proceeds from the observation that 'love' Is regarded 
as the sine qua non of marriage In middle-class America" (1970:45).
Henry Bowman combines the current modes of marital companion­
ship and the role of the wife in his presentation of changes in 
American marriage.
There is Increased emphasis upon how persons of opposite sex 
feel about one another and what kind of interrelationships 
they establish. In short, In present-day America, there is 
much less emphasis upon the Institutional aspects and much 
more upon the personality aspects of marriage and family 
life...In marriage and in choosing for marriage, that element 
given greatest prominence is love. Today in this country 
most people 'marry for love', although physical appeal is an 
often undetected counterfeit. 'Marrying for love' implies a 
primary emphasis upon emotion, upon how two individuals feel 
about one another, and upon personal satisfaction, and a 
corresponding reduction in emphasis upon the institutional 
aspects of marriage... The modern wife is expected not only to 
love her husband but also to like to love him. It is assumed 
that she will be a companion whether they are alone in the 
privacy of their home or at a social affair where the 
impression each makes is reflected upon the other (Bowman, 
1960:36).
Kephart echoes these evaluations of romantic love and the
American ideal.
In the hearts of most Americans, romantic love occupies a 
special place. In no other society and in no other period—  
including the age of chivalry— has an emotion been so 
nearly institutionalized (Kephart, 1972:345).
Concerning the emphasis on sex in the modern conjugal family, 
Nimkoff and Middleton made this statement: "The extended family
capitalizes the asexual associations of siblings; the independent 
family capitalizes the sexual attraction between adults" (1960:217).
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Though the sexual bond may play the principal role In the 
marital relationship it is not the entire relationship. Therese 
Benedek explores the depth of romantic love as a responsiveness and 
identification of one another which evolves gradually. "The identi­
fication between husband and wife, whether it is expressed in cultural 
economic aspirations, in their children, or in the thousand details 
of everyday living, will hold the marriage together even after 
erotic passion recedes" (Benedek, 1959:362).
Whether procreation is the natural result of sexual Intercourse 
or whether coitus is a natural activity for the purpose of procrea­
tion it is clear that all human children are the result of adult 
sexual relationships. Extending the reasoning of those who have 
linked woman's changing role to romantic love and intimacy are 
those who see children as secondary, restraining, unnecessary, and 
even detrimental to the marital bond.
Much of the married woman's energy has traditionally been 
consigned to maternal tasks which are often confining and unremitting. 
Sirjamakl writes of efforts to escape the cares of childrearing,
"Many wives strive against containment in their homes by some 
amount of outside social activity, most often with their husbands," 
(1953:90). He also states that spouses may limit family size 
because children become a barrier to their personal happiness.
"Spouses are also obviously concerned with their own happiness and
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leas willing now than formerly to jeopardize it by excessive child­
bearing" (1953:98). Finally, he re-emphaslzes the tendency to 
marry for love and presents the idea that childbearing Is not 
necessarily for the child but for the meaning the child will have 
to their own relationship.
The spouses marry for love and thereafter they repeat their 
declarations of it to each other so that they convince them­
selves that they love whether they really do so or not.
They have children, not only for the latter's sake, but 
also because children fulfill human nature and give substance 
to the marriage (Sirjamakl, 1953:103).
This appears to display the modern orientation of the woman 
to the wife role in preference to her mother role. It is also 
possibly an indication of the modern tendency to separate marriage 
and family (Martinson, 1960) with a clear inclination to sub­
ordinate parental roles to spouse roles. Floyd Martinson states 
further,
In America partners marry because they love each other, and 
potentially their love finds expression through their one-ness 
and their togetherness. The child has nothing to do with 
this relationship at its beginning and he cannot enter it as 
an equal and companion because of differences in age, experience, 
and maturity. If the couple are to remain a marriage this 
relationship must always remain something to which the child 
is strictly extraneous. Children are not a part of its 
functions; they are rather conditions to the relationship 
(Martinson, 1960:346).
Bruno Bettelheim considers the growing distance between adult 
and child as a major contrlbutlve factor in the alienation of 
Western man. Relating modern intergeneratlonal relationships to
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place, so to speak, by functional and institutional bonds, modem 
couples have come to think of happiness as the principal matrimonial 
goal" (Kephart, 1972:583).
The essential point we have sought to establish here is that 
the woman's perception of her role is more spouse oriented. This 
point is related to the idea of the companionship family, redirected 
emphasis on the wife role, personal happiness as a goal, togetherness, 
love as an essential, and the secondary role of the child.
This section has illustrated the changing spouse relationship 
in the family. The concepts here tie to the conceptual framework by 
linking two of the role theory elements under discussion: Range of
Reciprocity and Role Dominance. The material presented here demon­
strates the thesis under surveillance that the range of reciprocity 
for the wife-mother's role is being narrowed to place emphasis on the 
unilaterally reciprocal spouse role and that the wife role in the 
wife-mother status is assuming dominance over the mother role.
Competition between conflicting roles seeking dominance and 
realignment of the range of reciprocity are both interactions which 
may lead to role stress for the wife-mother. Aspects of role stress 
are discussed in the next section.
VII. ROLE STRESS
The societal changes identified in the introduction to this 
dissertation have produced role stresses and strains for most Americans.
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those of the past he states,
But in the last two centuries, and ever more so in this one—  
particularly in the West— the life of adults has become so 
complex, so little accessible to the child, that despite our 
best efforts to bridge the abyss it continues to grow 
(Bettelhelm, 1969:53).
Judith Bardwlch sees marriage as a step from one crisis into
another and that conceivably the entrance of children into the family
is the greatest crisis of all.
A child is a real threat to the marriage partners, not just 
because of time, fatigue, and money problems, or the Incurring 
of new responsibilities and the loss of some real freedoms, 
but because of the psychological Investment in the child 
(Bardwick, 1971:211).
In the presentation of the relationship of spouse roles in the 
changing family there is a final note concerning the purpose and goal 
of the modern conjugal unit. Sirjamakl phrases the following con­
figuration of contemporary attitudes,
The criteria of successful marriage are the personal happiness 
and individual development of husband and wife. Not, as in 
earlier time, the endurance of their marriage, or its fertility, 
or good repute or that it keeps spouses in working harness, 
but rather that it create a loving and fulfilling relationship 
for the spouses and their children (Sirjamakl, 1953:79).
Kephart regards social change and its relationship to friction 
in the family. One of the points he considers is that the modern 
"philosophy of happiness" may cause stress if aspirations for happi­
ness are not achieved. This philosophy espouses personal happiness 
as the prime marital goal. "Whereas marriages were formerly held in
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place, so to speak, by functional and Institutional bonds, modem 
couples have come to think of happiness as the principal matrimonial 
goal" (Kephart, 1972:583).
The essential point we have sought to establish here Is that 
the woman's perception of her role Is more spouse oriented. This 
point is related to the idea of the companionship family, redirected 
emphasis on the wife role, personal happiness as a goal, togetherness, 
love as an essential, and the secondary role of the child.
This section has illustrated the changing spouse relationship 
in the family. The concepts here tie to the conceptual framework by 
linking two of the role theory elements under discussion: Range of
Reciprocity and Role Dominance. The material presented here demon­
strates the thesis under surveillance that the range of reciprocity 
for the wife-mother's role is being narrowed to place emphasis on the 
unilaterally reciprocal spouse role and that the wife role in the 
wife-mother status is assuming dominance over the mother role.
Competition between conflicting roles seeking dominance and 
realignment of the range of reciprocity are both interactions which 
may lead to role stress for the wife-mother. Aspects of role stress 
are discussed in the next section.
VII. ROLE STRESS
The societal changes identified in the introduction to this 
dissertation have produced role stresses and strains for most Americans.
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In the context of this study, the role stresses which have been 
experienced by married women are of concern. Ralph Turner highlights 
the importance of such a concern: "Because of the importance attached
to sex-roles and sex identities in our society, sex-role strain is both 
common and Important in its effects on family life" (Turner, 1970:
293).
Role theory provides a framework for conceptualizing role stress 
as it is utilized in this study. Several types of role stress can 
be enumerated, all of which are germane to the wife-mother's role. 
Bertrand recognizes eight types of role stress: role conflict, role 
incongruity, role inadequacy, role frustration, role superfluity, role 
nonreciprocality, role ambivalence and role boredom (Bertrand, 1972: 
173). Each of these is considered in turn.
Role Conflict
The first type of role stress is behavioral in nature. It is 
displayed when one role defeats or is "in conflict" with another 
role, "In other words it is Impossible to perform two roles at 
once" (Bertrand, 1972:174). Conflict is inherent in the complexity 
of the married woman's domestic role. A wife is expected to be a 
wife, mother,companion, social secretary, chauffeur, hostess, and 
mistress all rolled into one. This multiplicty of roles may be 
instrumental in causing what R.L. Kahn (1964) called "role overload".
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There is a limit to how much one person can do and the demands of 
housekeeping, childrearing and husbandcarlng can cause the house­
wife to experience emotional damage. Mary Farmer stresses the 
results of conflicting role pressures on the wife-mother.
If a number of conflicting loyalties call for reconciliation, 
role strain or even role conflict may follow unless the 
resulting tensions are resolved. For example, when the role 
expectation of the wife-mother is primarily that of homemaker, 
role strain may become evident if she undertakes civic duties, 
or joins clubs, or takes a job (Farmer, 1970:53).
Turner adds a thought to role conflict, "The commonest kind of 
role strain is the experience of being unable to perform a role 
adequately because of conflicting demands of other roles" (Turner, 
1970:209). All ir all role conflict is a very useful concept for this 
study. It is the type of role stress posited in the conceptual frame­
work, which arises out of conflict within the role structure and from 
competition between roles.
Role Incongruity
Role incongruity is a second type of role stress. It develops 
when the formal and informal attributes of the role are out of balance. 
The formal attributes of the married woman's role are well known—  
care of the family, and the administration of the household. Yet, 
informally, these roles are not highly valued. Women hesitate to 
admit they are "only a housewife" (Lopata, 1971). This "incongruity" 
helps explain stress in family situations and is useful to our analyses.
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Role Inadequacy
Role Inadequacy is a third type of role stress. It comes about 
because of Inadequate preparation for the performance of a role.
There are certain basic roles which are internalized through early 
family socialization, i.e. sex-roles, whereby all girls are taught 
the fundamentals of their behavior as women (Lopata, 1971). However, 
the complexities of the marital status are not adequately portrayed. 
Therefore many newly married women must assume role patterns for which 
they are not adequately prepared. In essence they learn these new 
patterns through "on the job" training. Lee Rainwater supports the 
view that role demands are causal factors in emotional disturbance, 
pointing to one of the common shortcomings of the middle-class wife 
as the fact that she "has difficulty living up to the demands of her 
role and reacts by feeling depressed, unenergetic or nervous" 
(Rainwater, 1965:311).
Role Frustration
Role frustration is a fourth type of role stress. This stress 
occurs when an individual is qualified but unable to fulfill a role 
in accordance with his or others' expectation. Bertrand states that 
role frustration "...occurs when situational factors are such as to 
make the playing of a role according to ideal expectations 
impossible" (Bertrand, 1972:175). This type of role stress is likely 
to occur during the early period of marriage adjustment when "newly­
weds" are apt to be smitten with idealistic concepts of the marital
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role or during the years of marriage when the stresses of motherhood 
are added to the pressures of wifehood. The strain of motherhood 
exerts tremendous pressure on the modern housewife and fear of being 
labelled an "unfit mother" for neglecting some essential aspect of 
the role of mother can cause nervous distress. Alice Rossi coranents 
that facing such demands (often without the support of her husband 
or family) can be "very psychologically debilating for the 
American woman" (Rossi, 1968:26).
The external pressures exerted on the middle-class family 
through television and other means makes the "amateur parent" out­
moded and obsolete. This, in essence, is Leonard Benson's argument 
of "cognitive incapacity", which he derived from Robert Morison's 
concepts. Morlson (1967) argues that new ways of transmitting cul­
tural heritage are causing stress in the middle-class family because 
new and sophisticated ways of childrearing are expanding beyond the 
scope of the family.
Role Superfluity
When role expectations exceed the performance capabilities 
of an actor, the situation of stress is identified as role superfluity. 
Whereas role frustration may occur earlier in a marriage, role 
superfluity can disrupt a marriage of several years duration. In this 
regard, Gail and Snell Putney explain the concept of the "Ideal Image" 
as follows: Over a passage of time, a spouse comes to realize that
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she (or he) has made erroneous evaluations of the capability of her 
(or his) mate (Putney and Putney, 1964:119). The "Ideal Image" of 
courtship and honeymoon deteriorates to an assessment of role 
superfluity. Role superfluity may even Include pressures exerted on 
a wife by her mother-in-law who expected her son to marry a "saint". 
Regardless of the wife's abilities she may not meet the expectations 
of her mother-in-law.
Role Nonreclprocality
Role nonreclprocality occurs when the response to a role is 
not forthcoming. Apropos is Bates' illustration of the situation 
where
...a wife's definition of what the husband's roles are in the 
family differs from the husband's definition of his own role 
and vice versa. In other words, a lack of consensus on norma­
tive expectations may result in nonreclprocality (Bates, 1968: 
121).
Such is the case when a wife refuses to speak to a husband or a 
husband refuses to support a wife. All are stress situations.
Role Ambivalence
The stress known as role ambivalence comes about because 
an actor may not know which of several role expectations to follow.
A married woman may find herself precariously perched on the tight­
rope separating "good" mother and "good" wife. Her family reference 
group defines one set of behavior as "good" while her neighbors may 
adhere to different ideas. Ambivalence develops because she does
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not know whether to be less wife or mother and to think more of her 
own identity: to "be herself" or to be traditional in behavior. The
contrast between woman’s traditional roles and the altered contempor­
ary roles which forces her to make irresolvable choices of life-long 
significance, poises her between the old and the new and burdens her 
with stress. This is what prompted Turner to consider the marginality 
of woman's role. He related sex-role strain to the identity crisis 
in the modern woman.
Consequences of feminine role strain for family relations 
are quite apparent...The marginality of the woman's position 
makes for ambivalence toward the family. Bonds are intensified 
by the problems of feminine fulfillment, but the ambivalence 
makes for heightened readiness to see identity clashes 
(Turner, 1970:310).
Role Boredom
The opposite of role superfluity is role boredom. This type 
of stress occurs when roles do not task an individual's capacities. 
Reference has been made to role conflicts which are emphasized in 
earlier or later periods of marriage. Role boredom is seldom a 
problem in the middle years of childbearing when a mother, even with 
modern conveniences, rarely has the opportunity to be blissfully 
bored. Rather, role boredom is most stressful in the earlier years 
when a young woman has given up her job to become a housewife and 
in the later years after her children are grown and she begins to 
feel "useless".
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In the preceding description of the various types of role 
stresses it is apparent that the emphasis is on role expectation and, 
with the exception of role boredom, on "role overload". It has been 
indicated that the role expectations and role demands of the modern 
married woman are complex. Perhaps Mary Farmer hits close to the 
center of the problem of transitory roles in a changing society when 
she writes of the vagueness and unclarity of the modern familial 
roles.
When roles are indistinct, when there is little general agreement 
on the allocation of tasks and responsibilities, which tends 
to be the position in the now pervasive nuclear family, the 
norms governing the relationships within the family also become 
confused (Farmer, 1970:53).
Role stress is the third element of role theory in the concept­
ual framework which is salient to the ideas contained in this study. 
Subsequent research and analysis seeks to determine whether problems 
of role stress are created by the wife-mother's perception of her role.
VIII. STRATIFICATION
Approaches to the study of stratification are often cited to 
highlight disagreements related to this concept (Tumin, 1967).
Egon Bergel says that social ratings are based on "ill-defined and 
more or less vague criteria" (Bergel, 1962:8). Harold Hodges writes 
that social class is a "slippery, fuzzy term which connotes altogether 
different things to different people" (Hodges, 1964:12). Even so,
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Hodges defines social class as,
...a distinct reality which embraces the fact that people live, 
eat, play, mate, dress, work, and think at contrasting and 
dissimilar levels. These levels— social classes— are the blended 
product of shared and analogous occupational orientations, 
educational backgrounds, economic wherewithal, and life 
experience (Hodges, 1964:13).
In consideration of the many existing controversies over class 
very broad parameters will be established for determining middle- 
class status. For purposes of this study, stratification and 
"middle-class" will be defined in terms of Gail Fullerton’s work.
She utilized a modified Warner classificatory system which visualizes 
a three-level middle-class; upper-middle, lower-middle, and working- 
middle. Such a classification takes cognizance of change in American 
society which sees working class rapidly becoming oriented to the 
middle-class standards in terms of income, residence, education and 
values.
Urie Bronfenbrenner has drawn conclusions from his examina­
tion of class childrearing patterns which supports this position.
He writes,
Consistently over the past 25 years the parent in this group 
(working class) has emphasized what are usually regarded as 
the traditional middle-class virtues of cleanliness, con­
formity, and control, and although his methods are not so 
effective as those of his middle-class neighbors, they are 
perhaps more desperate (Bronfenbrenner, 1958:423).
Bronfenbrenner questions the ranking categorization of 
classes and feels that the original "dichotomous break" between 
working and middle-class was derived from earlier stratification
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studies of 4 or 5 levels In society and the subsequent desirability 
and necessity for research to establish the more functional dichotomy 
between blue collar and white collar. However, he emphasizes that 
even if such a difference did exist it is becoming less significant 
because, "In the past few years there have been Indications that the 
gap between the social classes may be narrowing" (Bronfenbrenner, 
1958:425).
Gail Fullerton postulates a broad middle-class encompassing 
as much as 78 percent of the total population; working middle- 
33 percent, lower middle-33 percent, upper mlddle-12 percent. It is 
Fullerton's contention that although there are many obvious dis­
similarities between working-class and lower middle-class the 
similarities in education, Income and occupation, and lifestyle are 
far greater than are the similarities between lower lower-class and 
working class. Consequently, rather than designate working-class, 
as Warner did, to upper lower she prefers to rank working class as 
a working middle-class. "As blue-collar workers become more like the 
middle-class in both income and education, their norms may move 
toward those prevailing in the white-collar middle-class" (Fullerton, 
1972:85).
Fullerton conceives a middle-class range in education, occupa­
tion and income as follows; education may extend from ninth grade 
to graduate degrees; occupation ranges from semi-skilled labor to 
professionals; and incomes from $8,000 to $50,000. This is truly an
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extended range but considering the comparison between this group and 
the lower and upper segments of society the obvious differences 
become apparent. Certainly this group contains neither the lower- 
class element of slum dwelling, functionally Illiterate, unemployable 
welfare recipients nor the upper extreme of multi-millionaire, powered 
"gentility". Fullerton, by such a schema, attempts to bypass the 
static elements of many stratification rankings and to view stratifi­
cation through the viability of social change, considering the dynamics 
of social class. This is the orientation taken for the present study.
IX. SOCIAL CHANGE
There have been changes in family structure over a long period 
of time and one must understand change theoretically to understand 
changes in family structures. The conceptual framework of change as 
accepted for this study is outlined here. By way of recapitulation, 
the modern American family has evolved from a broadly based extended 
clan type system into a narrowly oriented, direct relationship, 
nuclear type system. Modification of the basic role structure of 
families is part of the broader evolutionary change. It is the view 
of the writer (as well as others) that there develops a "breakdown" 
or lag period between the modification of family structure and the 
time required to perceive and acquire new role behavior (Burgess and 
Cottrell, 1939). This can be described in terms of the clarity 
dimension in role structure. This lag creates a social problem as
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people strive to make an apparently outmoded Institutionalized form 
fulfill the requisite functions of an altered social organization.
This study will apply change theory to its general approach, 
seeking to link external change and internal change to the family 
sub-system. Between the time of change in the external supra- 
system of society and the compensating change in the internal sub­
system of the family there exists a lag or transition period exemp­
lified by a state of disorganization. Richard P. Appelbaum clearly 
points to this upset of equilibrium, stating, "Societies tend to be in 
structural balance; when this balance is upset by changes in one part 
of a culture, compensating changes will occur in the other parts to 
re-establish balance" (Appelbaum, 1970:73). This position, stated so 
aptly by Appelbaum, is precisely the position of the writer, i.e. 
that compensating changes are occurring and eventually balance will 
be re-established. It is the "in-between" period of transition which 
is of greatest concern here.
This study, in terms of change theory, is not conceptualized as 
longitudinal in nature but rather as oriented to a comparative analysis 
between the perceptions which rural and urban women have of their 
family roles in a contemporary family setting. The task will be to 
determine if changes are more explicit and have greater import in 
urban than in rural families.
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X. THE RURAL FAMILY
Since rural-urban comparisons are made, It Is necessary to 
distinguish between a rural and an urban family. On a nation basis 
there Is little question but that the basic structural form of the 
modern American family is that of the nuclear family unit, emphasiz­
ing the husband and wife relationship. Yet in the rural segment of 
the national society the rupture from the traditional extended family 
is not complete and there is still a tendency to rely on the broader 
family connection. Bertrand, in delineating basic family structures, 
presents this view:
Although the imnedlate family is generally the most important 
unit from the standpoint of residence, making a living, and 
consumption, the tendency is for the rural family to Include 
a wider scope of kin in its residence and economic function. 
Ruralites feel a greater sense of responsibility for unattached 
and dependent kin (Bertrand, 1958:217).
Complementary to this is the notion that the feeling of 
responsibility among ruralites encompasses more than dependent kin 
but would include those kinfolk who are in need or have problems.
A great sense of security may be derived from knowledge that one is 
not alone but has parents, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles 
on whom one can depend for economic and material support as well as 
psychological solace. The freedom and independence of the nuclear 
unit can be a boon and may give a person a tremendous sense of 
individual and personal power but it carries with it the enormous 
burden of responsibility and the unshared weight of loneliness.
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This yoke of freedom may well be greater than the nuclear family can
endure. Fullerton (1972) calls it the "dark side of freedom" which
strikes to the very core of our self being. She writes:
Those of us who live in the mass society are freer than our 
agrarian ancestors were to determine the course of our lives.
But it is often the freedom of amputation. Cut off from the 
primary groups that nurtured their forebears and gave them 
a sense of Identity, large number of Americans are looking for 
someone to tell them who they are or who they should be 
(Fullerton, 1972:37).
These notions of family unity and interdependence of the 
extended family strengthen the assumption that pre-modern Americans 
placed greater value on the kinship bond and the child as an essential 
part of that bond. Charles P. Loomis and J. Allan Beegle state, 
"Throughout the world, the rural societies generally place a high 
value on having a family and children" (Loomis and Beegle, 1950:
82). Implied in this statement is "spouse" but explicitly stated 
is the word "children".
Kingsley Davis contrasts desire and duty in the agrarian Hindu 
family when he writes in reference to the Hindu women, "Pride in 
their son became the main consolation of their life but attendance 
upon their husband remained their chief duty" (Davis, 1949:421).
This contrast between duty and desire may be a clue to ambivalence in 
the married woman's perception of her marital/matron role. It 




Methodological procedures as utilized for this study are pre­
sented in five sections entitled: The Sample, Operationalization of 
Concepts, The Interview Schedule, Construction of the Attitude 
Indexes, and Analysis of Data.
I. THE SAMPLE
Since the major independent variable was residence, two com­
munities were selected for study: one rural and the other urban.
The communities were selected on the basis of the following criteria.
The urban community was selected as representative of an urban center 
in southwest Louisiana with a large and increasing distinct middle- 
class. The rural comnunity was selected as representative of a small 
comnunity in southwest Louisiana within commuting distance of an urban 
center. Selections were made with the help of community knowledgeables, 
businessmen, political figures, university professors, and census 
information. Lafayette was selected as the urban center and Scott 
as the rural community. Both communities are in Lafayette Parish.
Lafayette is located in southwest Louisiana, 50 miles west of 
Baton Rouge and 30 miles north of the Gulf of Mexico. According to 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census the population of Lafayette in 1970 
was 68,908. The current general metropolitan area population is
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estimated to be approximately 116,400. The city Is served by newly
constructed Interstate Highway 10, has an airport, municipal
auditorium, seven theatres, three museums, eight high schools, and
the largest of the state system universities, the University of
Southwestern Louisiana, which has a student enrollment of 12,000 and
a faculty of 500. It Is the center for oil business activity In
southwestern Louisiana and because of Its strategic location,
active civic groups, business potential, and rapid growth rate, is
considered by knowledgeables to have the potential for becoming one
of the three major cities In Louisiana. According to a special
U.S. Census Bureau report, Lafayette Is presently the fastest growing
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area in the state of Louisiana.
The Louisiana Almanac gives this description of Lafayette.
Lafayette, the parish seat, is the conmerclal center for a 
rich mineral and agricultural dlstlct in south-central 
Louisiana. Cane, rice, cotton, corn, and sweet potatoes are 
grown In the vicinity; salt, sulphur and oil deposits are 
present near by; cattle raising and dairying are becoming 
increasingly Important; Industries Include sugar refining, 
cotton ginning, canning, and syrup manufacturing. On the main 
line of the Southern Pacific Railroad, Lafayette contains 
railroad division offices and repair shops, while the 19-mile- 
dlstant Intracoastal Waterway provides cheap water transporta­
tion (Calhoun, 1973).
Scott Is located approximately ten miles from Lafayette.
It is a small non-Industrialized community located In a rice 
farming region. The U.S. Census lists its 1970 population as 1,334.
A decision was made to limit interviews to white, middle-class 
married mothers. On this basis, the first criterion to be met was
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that of middle-class residence. In Lafayette, relying on Information 
supplied by community knowledgeables, three areas of the city were 
selected as middle-class residential areas. All of the houses in 
these areas were counted and numbered, some 766 houses. From this 
number of residences 200 were randomly selected through use of a 
random number table. After selection of the original houses, 100 
alternate houses were randomly selected.
In the rural area of Scott, middle-class residence was 
established on the basis of the following criteria: appearance of
home and estimation of value of house and grounds; neatness and 
extensiveness of landscaping; condition of paint and need of obvious 
external repairs; and general location of the house. All houses In 
the selected areas were numbered and 100 were randomly selected. 
Subsequent analysis of data collected verified that occupants of 
the sample residences met the qualifications of middle-class status.
The interviewing team was composed of thirty advanced under­
graduate students who were sociology majors enrolled In the University 
of Southwestern Louisiana. These students were selected for willing­
ness, past experience and display of ability to grasp and practice 
the basic fundamentals of Interviewer techniques. They were then 
briefed on the general conceptual scheme of this study and Instructed 
in the basic fundamentals of research techniques. They were exposed 
to test situations and practice under supervision of the writer.
68
In the case where the wife-mother was not home, Interviewers 
were instructed to make three callbacks at different times of the day 
and on different days of the week. If the resident was still 
unavailable, the interviewer was allowed to use an alternate house. 
Alternates were also used when interviews were refused. Personal 
contact by the supervisor and the persistent use of recalls reduced 
alternate selections to less than 10 percent of the total sample in 
both communities. The larger portion of alternates were for non- 
avallables rather than refusals. The high level of cooperation by 
respondents is attributed to the acceptance of the project by local 
knowledgeables and lnfluentials (local officials, sociologists, 
historians, public school teachers and businessmen), to the efforts 
of the research team and to the appeal for cooperation on the part 
of the wives in participating in a useful fact finding project.
Recalls were made to collect missing data and to check on 
inconsistent responses. Validation checks were made on all inter­
viewers by telephone or personal contact for verification of 
response. In-field elimination was made of two respondents who 
were totally inconsistent and admitted they were "playing games".
Two more schedules were invalidated because of excessive missing 
data which respondents refused to supply. Alternates were utilized 
to replace these cases.
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Two hundred women were successfully interviewed In Lafayette 
and one hundred were interviewed in Scott. The sample thus numbered 
three hundred. However, sixteen individual schedules Included only 
partial information. For this reason the grand total of respondents 
used in final analysis of the data varied between 284 and 300.
II. OPERATIONALIZATION OF CONCEPTS
A summary of the concepts operationalized for this study is





Family: The operationalized concept of the modern conjugal
family includes one man as husband-father, one 
woman as wife-mother and all progeny, male or 
female, natural or adopted.
Status-posltlon: Location of persons in family social
systems.
Husband-father: male spouse of respondent and father 
or guardian of her children.




Role: Behavioral pattern and expectation for occupant of
a status-position in relationship to an occupant of 
another status-position. Wife-mother roles operation­
alized as behavioral patterns directed either toward 
her husband or her children.
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American: Citizen of the United States of America.
Middle-class: Class status based on respondents'
qualifications of:
Education: Approximately nine years or more
of schooling successfully completed.
Occupation: Based on current occupation or
occupation before retiring, range from semi­
skilled labor to professional.
Income: $8,000 to $50,000.
Wife's Income: Earnings of wife.
Husband's Income: Earnings of husband.
Total Income: Combined Income of both wife
and husband.
Religion: Faith currently espoused by respondent,
only two categories Included, Catholic and Protestant.
Number of Children: Total number of respondent's
children.
Number of children living at home: Total number of
respondent's children currently living with parents.
B. Attitude Data. Index scores based on Items with weights of 
.397 or higher on a principal component factor analysis.
Concern for time: perception of woman's allotment of her
available time to spouse or children.
Concern for money: perception of woman's allotment of her
available money to spouse or children.
Concern for energy: perception of woman's allotment of
her available energy to spouse or children.
C. Perception of experiences, feelings, and roles.
Parent satisfaction: How woman perceives her parent
experiences in comparison to other parents.
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Family size satisfaction: Whether the woman Is
satisfied with number of children or desires more or 
less children.
Marriage happiness: How the woman perceives her
marriage in relationship to other marriages.
Family relationships: How the woman perceives
Importance of husband/wife and parent/child relationship.
Role importance: Selection of most Important woman's
role between wife, mother, housekeeper, and Income 
provider.
Personal happiness: Degree to which the woman perceives
personal happiness.
Time with husband: The woman's perception of hew much
time she spends with her husband, a little or a lot.
III. THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE
An Interview technique, using a quasi-structured schedule, was 
chosen as the most suitable method for data collection.
A personal Interview utilizing open-ended questions requires 
expertise in both the administration of the schedule and the Inter­
pretation of the results. On the other hand, a forced choice schedule 
prevents the acquisition of potentially valuable Information. For 
these reasons It was decided to use a quasi-structured Interview.
The schedule used was designed so that It could be administered 
identically to all respondents for discrete types of Information and 
at the same time certain open-ended questions were designed to 
determine the attitude of the respondent toward a general subject.
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In keeping with the conceptual framework an Instrument was designed 
to provide Information Indicating the relationship between the wife- 
mother's role perception and the three elements of role theory used 
In this conceptualization: Range of Reciprocity, Role Dominance
and Role Stress.
The survey Instrument was constructed In five parts. The 
first part was designed to obtain Information which would verify 
middle-class status, such as Income, house value and number of cars.
The second part was designed to obtain soclo-demographic type data 
on Independent variables. Information about personal attitudes and 
relationships was sought In the third section. This section Included 
two open-end response questions concerned with views on role change 
and attitudes about the family. The final section consisted of pro­
jective type statements which were aimed at establishing role 
perception, that is, whether orientation was toward spouse or child.
A copy of the schedule Is included In Appendix A.
Once the Instrument was constructed it was pre-tested In areas 
similar to those selected for the study. TVelve women were inter­
viewed and their responses checked. TVelve Items on the schedule 
did not show differentiation; therefore, the test was then rewritten 
and pre-tested again. Eight of these items did not show differentia­
tion. The items were rewritten and pre-tested a third time. All items 
showed differentiation on the third pre-test and were, therefore, 
included in the research schedule.
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The general criteria for a woman to be Included In the sample 
was that she must be a mother and a wife. Implied In the term 
"mother" Is the concept of legitimacy and hence mother equals also 
spouse. Since the study had to contend with this split dichotomy, 
all unmarried woman and childless wives were excluded from the sample. 
Although a woman must have been a parent In order to qualify as a 
respondent, she did not have to have children currently living In 
her house.
Soclo-cultural data was collected on Independent variables 
Included In this study such as residence, religion, education of wife 
and husband, occupation of wife and husband, Income for wife, husband 
and total combined Incomes, number of children, and number of children 
living at home.
Information collected and used to verify class status Included 
Income, education, occupation, number of cars and value of home.
Questions were designed to elicit a direct response from each 
woman concerning her attitudes about her role, her degree of personal 
satisfaction, and family relationships. Added Information was gained 
by allowing the respondent to state sentiments, relative to her roles, 
In her own words.
It was assumed that a woman's role orientation could be 
determined by observing the manner In which she distributed certain 
resources to her husband and children. Three of the resources which
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a woman allots to her family were considered measurable. These 
were time, energy and money. Thirty-seven statements were designed 
to measure the direction of allocation of these resources; twelve 
concerning the division of her time; twelve relating to the division 
of her money or buying or shopping; and thirteen related to the 
dispersal of her energy. The questions were written to alternately 
favor the spouse or the child, with a final division of eighteen 
favoring spouse and nineteen favoring child. These Items were 
randomly distributed within this section of the schedule.
Four responses were set-up for each Item: strongly agree,
agree, disagree and strongly disagree. A neutral response was 
discouraged by these categories; however, In Instances where the 
respondent would not choose one of these categories, a neutral 
reply was assumed. Questions were written In such a manner that a 
situation was described concerning a woman's relationship with her 
spouse and child. Included In the question was a statement of action 
or choice made on the part of the woman. The respondent was then 
asked to state her views concerning agreement or disagreement with 
the attitudes of the hypothetical woman.
IV. CONSTRUCTION OF ATTITUDE INDEXES
The attitude Items were designed to determine whether the 
respondent perceived one of her major familial roles as more dominant 
than others. Or, said another way, whether her orientation was
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more toward her husband or more toward her children. In this sense 
the Index Is theoretically one of wlfe-mother role orientation.
Responses to projective attitude ltema for each variable 
measured were analyzed by principal component or unrotated factor 
analysis. All Items were examined and those displaying low factor 
loadings were eliminated. The minimum weight of an Item retained was
0.40000. The loadings obtained through the use of factor analysis 
measure the degree to which a particular variable is active in the 
factor pattern. R.J. Runnel states, "The square of the loading 
multiplied by 100 equals the percent variation that a variable has 
in common with an unrotated pattern" (Rummel, 1968:463). On this 
basis those Items with a weight of 0.40000 or more have 16 percent 
or more of their variation explained in the "wlfe-mother role 
orientation" index.
Through the application of factor analysis techniques, obtained 
data can be transformed for analysis by other statistical techniques. 
In this study, this quality of factor analysis was used to ready the 
initial data for analysis of variance.
Individual index scores were obtained by multiplying the 
respondent'8 score for appropriate Items by the factor loading 
weight for each Item and sunning the products. Possible responses 
in this study were scored 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 with 5 being the score 
most oriented toward the husband. For example, an item score of
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5 multiplied by a factor loading of 0.69096 would equal 3.4548.
Scores were calculated for each Item In this manner, then all Item 
scores were sunned for a total Index score. Medians were determined 
for each Index In order to determine If a wlfe-mother was more 
husband oriented or more child oriented.
V. ANALYSIS OF DATA
Three statistical procedures were utilized in the analysis 
of data: analysis of covariance of the "wife-mother role orientation"
index scores by socioeconomic data; chi-square analysis of residence 
with direct attitude responses; and frequency distributions for 
attitudes and socioeconomic data.
VI. ANALYSIS OF COVARIANCE ATTITUDE INDEX SCORES
Attitude index scores were analyzed in twelve analytical 
models to determine which independent variables gave the most 
significant indication of attitudes. Three classes of independent 
variables were dichotomized: religion, wife's employment and
residence. In the religion category, only Catholics and Protestants 
were included in the analyses. There were insufficient responses 
in the "Jew, other and none" categories to warrant inclusion.
The women were classified as either employed outside the home or 
unemployed. The two residence categories were rural and urban. 
Interval level data was used for age, length of marriage, education, 
income and number of children.
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VII. CHI-SQUARE ANALYSIS OF RESIDENCE WITH DIRECT ATTITUDE RESPONSE
Chi-square analysis was applied to the responses of the 
following Items by residence to determine If there was statistical 
significance In the relationships; Experiences as a parent; 
Satisfaction with family size; Marriage happiness; Prime Importance 
of husband/wlfe or parent/child relationships; Most Important wife’s 
role; Personal happiness; and amount of time with husband.
VIII. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS
Frequency distributions were computed for personal and social 
data including age, number of children, birthplace, years of marriage, 
education and occupation.
IX. SUMMARY
The data analysis techniques described In this section were 
applied to the data collected according to prescribed methodological 
procedures. The results of these analyses and a discussion of the 
findings are presented in the following chapter.
CHAPTER V
STUDY RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
I. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this chapter Is to present the results of the 
statistical analysis and to relate those findings to the con­
ceptual framework. In brief review, the conceptualization of social 
theory applied to this study was to show an interrelationship 
between three elements of role theory— Range of Reciprocity, Role 
Dominance and Role Stress— and the wlfe-mother's perception of her 
Intramural roles. The discussion of these Interrelationships, In 
light of analytical findings, Is divided Into four major sections: 
Attitude Index Scores; Relationship of Residence to Attitude 
Responses; Personal and Social Data; and Comnents from Respondents.
II. ATTITUDE INDEX SCORES
As previously indicated, the attitude Index scores were 
analyzed In terms of twelve analytical models. From these twelve 
models, the one selected Included the wife's religion, wife's 
occupation, residence, number of children at home and Income of 
wife as Independent variables. Each of the attitude indexes were 
analyzed by this model. Means for all the independent variables 
are displayed In Table I.
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Total 39.65 18.25 13.13 2.21 2.84 $2,521 $19,451 284
Catholic 38.92 17.62 12.78 2.38 3.00 2,226 18,420 212
Protestant 41.79 20.08 14.14 1.75 2.38 3,389 22,486 72
Employed Wife 39.83 18.73 14.40 2.19 2.68 7,667 22,238 63
Nonemployed Wife 39.60 18.11 12.76 2.23 2.89 1,054 18,656 221
Urban 40.61 18.55 13.88 2.12 2.74 3,060 21,794 184
Rural 37.88 17.68 11.75 2.40 3.02 1,530 15,140 100
Catholic-Urban 39.59 17.45 13.64 2.34 2.93 2,744 21,025 121
Catholic-Rural 38.03 17.86 11.64 2.44 3.09 1,538 14,956 91
Protestant-Urban 42.57 20.68 14.32 1.71 2.38 3,667 23,270 63
Protestant-Rural 36.33 15.89 12.89 2.00 2.33 1,444 17,000 9
Employed-Urban 39.43 18.00 14.61 2.00 2.43 8,5714 23,143 49
Noneoployed-Urban 41.04 18.80 13.61 2.17 2.86 0,0000 21,304 135
* Means obtained from response of 284 wife-mothers In Lafayette and Scott, Louisiana. 
Categories indicate selected segments to total sample.
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Time, money, and energy, as noted, were selected as the 
three dependent measurable resources a wlfe-mother allots to her 
family. It can be seen that these variables serve as Indicators 
of role dominance. The time resource was visualized as physical 
presence of the wlfe-mother with family members, for example, at 
home, outside entertainment or on social occasions. Money as a 
resource was conceptualized as any allotment a wlfe-mother makes 
for her family In terms of buying or dispensing gifts, food, Items 
of clothing, home furnishings or other luxuries and necessities.
The energy resource was seen as effort expended by the wlfe-mother 
for her family, such as performing household duties or engaging In 
recreational or leisure time activities.
Allocation of Time Index
The Time Index items which had factor loadings of 0.40000 or 
above are displayed In Table II. This table Includes the Items, 
factor loading weights, means and standard deviations. The Time 
Index had a possible range of 4.114450 to 20.56930 and a median 
score of 12.34187. The mean time score for the respondents in the 
sample was 13.84 with a standard deviation of 2.062. The range 
of scores was 4.6800 to 18.898.
The results for analysis of covariance for the Concern for 
Time Index are displayed in Table III.






Her children want her to come into the 
house and eat with them but her husband 
wants her to stay out on the porch and 
eat with him. She should go eat with 
her children. .65549 3.67333 0.85775
Her children want to take her to a movie 
but her husband wants to take her to a 
different one. She likes both movies 
but since her family likes different 
ones she should go with her children. .58235 3.44333 0.96431
Often a woman wishes there were more 
time in a day because there is a limit 
to her available time. When both her 
children and her husband want her to 
spend her spare time with them she 
should spend more time with her husband. .56556 3.39333 1.01426
Her husband and children are watching 
different television programs in 
different rooms. Both want her to watch 
their program. She likes both programs 
so she should go watch with her children. .53419 3.65000 0.89639
(TABLE II - to be continued)






Tonight her husband Is receiving a 
special work award and her child Is 
receiving a special school award. Since 
she cannot go to both events she should 
attend the school awards with her child.
Her husband wants to tell her what 
happened at work today and her children 
want to tell her about the day at 
school. She should give her attention 
to her children and ask her husband 
to tell her later.
Evening is a special time for wife and 
husband to be together but if her 
children want her attention too she 
should spend that time with them.
A woman seldom goes out to dinner but 
tonight, for no special reason, her 
husband wants to take her out to eat.
The children want to go with her but 







RESULTS OF ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF ATTITUDE INDEX SCORES 
FOR SPOUSE ORIENTATION: ALLOCATION OF TIME
Source DF SS F Value Prob. F
TOTAL 283 1281.3515
Wife's Age 1 0.6922 0.1627 0.6898
Marr. Length 1 0.5909 0.1389 0.7111
Wife's Educ. 1 19.4199 4.5655 0.0314
Wife's Relig. 1 5.1602 1.2131 0.2710
Child. Home 1 20.1953 4.7478 0.0283
Total Income 1 27.3469 6.4291 0.0114
Wife's Occup. 1 0.1250 0.0294 0.8583
Wife's Income 1 15.7182 3.6953 0.0525
Residence 1 5.8516 1.3757 0.2401
Rel. Wife Resld. 1 6.3034 1.4818 0.2222
ERROR 273 1161.2388
Variables significantly related to Time Allotment were found 
to be wife's education, children at home, wife's Income and total 
income. No significant differences were found by the other 
variables. The analysis indicated that in relationship to child 
or husband orientation the higher the wife's education the more 
time she gives to her husband; the more children at home the more 
time she gives to her husband; the more total Income in the home 
the more time she gives to her husband; and the higher the wife's 
income the less time she gives to her husband.
84
The findings based on analysis of covariance for the Alloca­
tion of Time Index can be fitted Into the conceptual framework In 
terms of range of reciprocity, role dominance and role stress. No 
distinction can be made between rural and urban women but for the 
combined samples certain Items show an apparent emphasis on unilateral 
spouse related roles for women with higher education, with more 
children at home and with a higher total Income In the home.
Dominance of aspects of her wife role over aspects of her mother role 
Is also Indicated by these variables. In the areas of variables 
showing significance, wlfe-mothers would also experience a higher 
activity level for the temporal span of their wife roles over their 
mother roles.
If changes are detected In the complementary role-sets of 
husband and wife there may be corresponding alterations In some 
structural dimensions of the roles. Range of tolerance may Increase 
to permit greater spouse orientation, the Intensity quality may 
reflect a new perception of Importance for the spouse relationships, 
and clarity of role expectations may be temporarily obscured. 
Alterations of this nature in the structural dimensions of roles 
may Intensify various forms of role stress. Role conflict may be 
heightened or other stresses related to clarity of role prescription, 
such as role Incongruity, role frustration or role superfluity may 
arise concurrently with structural changes.
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Two of the significant Items, wife's education and total 
Income, may be readily correlated with higher class status. It 
appears that the upper-middle class woman has a higher level of 
education which is closer to that of her husband and this Increases 
their conanon Interests. Apparently, she Is also more likely to 
equate her status with her husband's status and to regard their 
relationship as an equalitarlan one; therefore, it Is possible 
that she conceives of herself more as a companion to her husband 
than as a subordinate. Consequently she may prefer to spend more 
time with her husband. Total Income Is also reflected in class 
status and the arguments for higher wife’s education would basically 
pertain to higher total Income. More Income also makes possible 
recreation opportunities not available to lower income couples by 
providing money for child care and entertainment expenses. A higher 
income for the wife may Indicate an occupation of a more professional 
nature which demands more of her time not only at the office but 
in terms of carry-home work. It appears incongruent that the more 
children there are at home the more time a woman would give to her 
husband. Recalling that these are attitudes rather than actual 
behaviors it may be that the woman with several "demanding" children 
at home desires time with her husband as an escape. Of the three 
categories examined, the Allocation of Time Index was the most 
significant Indicator of variations in attitudes.
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Allocation of Money Index
Factor loading weights, means, and standard deviations of 
Items In the Allocation of Money Index are displayed In Table IV. 
The Allocation of Money Index had a possible range of 2.69356 to 
13.46780 and a median of 8.08068.
The results of the analysis of covariance for the Allocation 
of Money Index are displayed In Table V. The mean money score for 
the total sample was 8.9107 with a standard deviation of 1.4757.
The range of scores was 4.6811 to 13.4678. The mean was slightly 
above the median, which Indicates that the women were about 
equally divided between husband and child orientations for the 
Items Included Ir this Index.
No significant differences at the .05 level of probability 
were found from this analysis, nor did any of the twelve models 
analyzed indicate a significant difference in orientation to spouse 
or children In respect to money. Much of a woman's money allotment 
is connected with her homemaker role and It Is possible that In 
attitudes about that omnilateral role the woman conceives the norm 
of equal dispersion of such items as food, clothing and gifts, as 
very strong. Thus the range of reciprocity is very broad as evi­
denced by the emphasis on the omnilateral role. No role dominance 
is evident since the respondents apparently perceive an equality 
existing in money dispensing norms of the wlfe-mother roles.
TABLE IV. FACTOR LOADINGS, MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS OF ALLOCATION OF MONEY INDEX ITEMS.
FACTOR STANDARD
ITEM LOADINGS MEAN DEVIATION
A woman is going shopping. Her husband 
and her children have requested different 
desserts for the evening meal. She 
should get her husband's favorite
dessert.
The family room needs decorating but her 
husband and her children do not like the 
same pictures. Since she likes both 
kinds of pictures equally she should use 
the pictures her husband likes.
It is raining and there is only one 
umbrella. Her husband wants to go visit 
a neighbor and her child wants to visit 
a friend. Her husband should have the 
unbrella.
The family is planning to enlarge their 
house. Her husband wants to expand his 
workshop but the children want a bigger 
p la y r o o m ,  it is more important to 
enlarge her husband's workshop.
Both her husband and her children need 
new swim suits but she can only afford 
to buy for one of them. Therefore she 








RESULTS OF ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF ATTITUDE INDEX SCORES 
FOR SPOUSE ORIENTATION: ALLOCATION OF MONEY
Source DF SS F Value Prob. F
TOTAL 283 607.4517
Wife's Age 1 1.2578 0.5776 0.5456
Marr. Length 1 0.0196 0.0090 0.9213
Wife's Educ. 1 0.9616 0.4370 0.5163
Wife's Rellg. 1 0.9690 0.4450 0.5125
Child. Home 1 5.8278 2.6762 0.0989
Total Income 1 0.0013 0.0006 0.9785
Wife's Occup. 1 0.6430 0.2953 0.5941
Wife's Income 1 0.0000 0.0000 0.9941
Residence 1 1.5434 0.7087 0.5946
Rel. Wife Resid. 1 1.3926 0.6395 0.5697
ERROR 273 594.4921
The women Interviewed verbalized their responses In such a 
way as to Indicate an absence of obvious conflict. This points to 
an apparent close proximity In structural distance between roles 
and a seemingly high degree of clarity In the woman's perception of 
the role. In view of these Indications role stress should be 
minimized. However, the fact that both mean and median scores for 
the money Index were close indicates that rather than making extreme 
choices the women were abiding by the cultural norms of equal dis­
tribution of material goods to all members of the family. Thus, It 
cannot be said that role conflict Is not present because the stress 
of constantly choosing may create role conflict in the wife-mother's 
perception of her role.
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Allocation of Energy Index
Factor loading weights, means and standard deviations for 
items Included in the Allocation of Energy Index are Included in 
Table VI. The energy index had a possible range of 3.90621 to 
19.53105 and a median of 11.71863. The results of analysis of 
covariance for the Allocation of Energy Index are displayed in 
Table VII.
The mean Allocation of Energy score for the total sample 
was 11.70 with a standard deviation of 1.907. The range of scores 
was 3.9062 to 18.012. Results of the analysis Indicated that there 
was no significant differences by wife's religion, wife's occupation, 
or residence. Significant differences in Energy Allocations were 
found by wife's education, wife's Income and wife's occupation. It 
is curious to note that these three variables are those which most 
easily Identify social class: education, occupation and income.
Results of the analysis indicated that in relation to husband or 
child orientation, the higher the wife’s education, the less 
energy she devotes to her husband; the unemployed wife devotes less 
energy to her husband; and the higher the wife's Income the more 
energy she devotes to her husband. The employed wives with an 
adjusted mean score of 11.7695 scored higher on the Energy Index 
than did the unemployed wives whose adjusted means score was 11.4477.






Both her husband and her child are
rushing off to play softball, She Is
fixing box-lunches for them but since they
are both In a hurry she should fix her
husband's lunch first. .58476 3.08000 1.06334
A woman Is planting a flower garden.
Her husband wants one kind of flowers 
and her children want another. Since 
she likes both kinds of flowers but can 
only select one, she should choose the 
flowers her husband likes. .55801 3.35667 0.98625
Hie family has gone on a picnic at 
the park. The children want their mother 
to play a game with them but her husband 
wants her to play a different game with 
him. She really should play with her 
husband. .53711 2.63333 0.97745
A woman who la very tired at the end 
of the day finds she must either help 
her child with homework or her 
husband with the family budget. If 
she can't do both she should help 
her husband. .52626 2.56000 1.03762
(TABLE VI - to be continued)






A woman should cook to please her husband
more than her children. .45211 3.70667 0.97148
Her husband wants to read a book but her 
children want to play the radio. This 
distracts him so she should make them
turn off the radio. .43518 3.28667 1.10539
Her husband wants her to help him clean 
out the car and her children want her to 
help them hang decorations for their 
party. She should help her husband
clean the car. .41552 2.36000 0.88677
Her husband wants her to help him 
hang outdoor lanterns for an adult 
party and her children want her to 
help them hang decorations for 
their indoor party. She should help 
her husband. .39726 2.92333 1.03652






Both her husband and her child are
rushing off to play softball, She is
fixing box-lunches for them but since they
are both in a hurry she should fix her
husband'8 lunch first. .58476 3.08000 1.06334
A woman is planting a flower garden.
Her husband wants one kind of flowers 
and her children want another. Since 
she likes both kinds of flowers but can 
only select one, she should choose the 
flowers her husband likes. .55801 3.35667 0.98625
The family has gone on a picnic at 
the park. The children want their mother 
to play a game with them but her husband 
wants her to play a different game with 
him. She really should play with her 
husband. .53711 2.63333 0.97745
A woman who is very tired at the end 
of the day finds she must either help 
her child with homework or her 
husband with the family budget. If 
she can't do both she should help 
her husband. .52626 2.56000 1.03762
(TABLE VI - to be continued)
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TABLE VII
RESULTS OF ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF ATTITUDE INDEX SCORES 
FOR SPOUSE ORIENTATION: ALLOCATION OF ENERGY
Source DF SS F Value Prob. F
TOTAL 283 1080.5587
Wife's Age 1 1.3345 0.3669 0.5524
Marr. Length 1 1.0823 0.2976 0.5927
Wife's Educ. 1 27.7901 7.6410 0.0062
Wife's Rellg. 1 4.8142 1.3237 0.2495
Child. Home 1 10.6497 2.9282 0.0842
Total Income 1 0.1667 0.0458 0.8252
Wife's Occup. 1 15.3968 4.2334 0.0381
Wife'8 Income 1 19.9890 5.4960 0.0187
Residence 1 5.2183 1.4348 0.2299
Rel. Wife Resid. 1 8.4424 2.3213 0.1247
ERROR 273 992.8960
In other words, the employed women reported that they devoted 
more energy to their husbands than did the unemployed women. These 
scores Indicate that the unemployed wife devoted slightly more of 
her energy to her children than to her husband; whereas, the 
opposite Is true for the employed wife. It Is conceivable that for 
energy allotment as for time allotment there are relationships 
between higher class status and the woman's perception of her role.
The higher educated woman may perceive a greater role display to be 
that of companion rather than servant and Is, therefore, leas Inclined 
to "fetch and carry" for her husband. The unemployed wife may allot
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lesa energy to her husband because one of the reasons she is unemployed 
is because the operation of the home and care of her children make 
greater demands on her energy. Higher wife's Income and more energy 
to husband may relate to the unemployed wife expending less energy 
on her husband In that the woman with a higher Income can afford to 
hire outside help for household chores. Coupling her greater opportunity 
for higher status employment and the use of servants at home may be 
Indicative of her propensity to allot more energy to her husband.
As with the other indices the analysis of variance for the 
Allocation of Energy Index did not discriminate between rural and urban 
women. Results of the analysis Indicated a greater Inclination of the 
wlfe-mother to favor her multilateral roles in allotment of energy. 
Dominance of the mother role was apparent for wlfe-mother's with 
higher education for those who were unemployed. Only the wife who 
had a higher personal income alloted more energy to her husband. The 
nature of the findings for energy allotment Indicate, for the most 
part, a preference by the wlfe-mother for omnilateral role performance 
or, at least, for multilateral role performance. Observance of these 
more traditional roles should have the effect of minimizing most types 
of role stress.
The results of the analyses of all three attitude index 
scores appear to sustain the hypothesis of an Interrelationship 
between role perception and social variables. The findings did not
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corroborate the notion of residence or religion as significant 
Indicators of role perception of the wlfe-mother In orientation to 
her spouse or children. However, many of the varlablea analyzed 
fit the conceptual framework of role theory In displaying character­
istics of role structures, role dominance and situations conducive 
to role stress.
III. CHI SQUARE ANALYSIS OF RESIDENCE 
WITH DIRECT ATTITUDE RESPONSE
Chi-square analysis was applied to the data to check the 
significance of difference between two groups, rural and urban, on 
seven variables. Information on the seven variables was collected 
to test two concepts: role perception and role stress. Analyses
were made as follows. 1. Experiences as a Parent; 2. Satisfaction 
with family size; 3. Marital happiness (this analysis, In conjunction 
with analysis 6, was designed to view attitudes conceivably related 
to role stress); 4. Selected Importance of Husband/Wife or 
Parent/Child Relationship; 5. Considered Role Importance for the 
Married Woman; 6. Personal Happiness; and 7. Perceived Amount of 
Time Spent with Husband. These seven analytical tests were structured 
to observe the respondent’s perception of her wife/mother role.
As noted, chi-square analysis was applied to the data to check 
significance of differences between two groups, rural and urban. 
Discussion of findings follow the presentation of all seven computations.
95
Questions which were designed to determine the attitudes analyzed In 
this section were adapted from the format used by Norman Bradburn 
(1969).
Chi-square Analysis 1. Experiences as a Parent.
Question asked to determine attitude: Compared to other parents you
know how would you describe your experiences as a parent? Would you
say they have been very satisfying   Pretty satisfying______
Reasonably satisfying ______ or Not especially satisfying _____ ?
The result of chi-square analysis for the preceding question is
shown in Table VIII.
TABLE VIII
WIFE-MOTHERS' PERCEIVED EXPERIENCES AS A 
PARENT CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Responses
Residence Very Pretty Reasonably Not Especially
Satisfying Satisfying Satisfying Satisfying
N
Urban 131 36 31 1 199
Rural 57 20 22 1 100
X 2 value 2.7496 Total N 299
DF 3
p. < .05_________________________________________________________________
Since no significance is indicated at the .05 level for a chi- 
square value of 2.7496 the null hypothesis of no difference is accepted. 
Said another way, in a comparison of rural and urban women there was 
no difference in their description of parental experiences.
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Chi-aquarc Analysis 2. Satisfaction with Family Slsa
Question asked to determine attitude: If starting over again,
knowing what you now know, would you have fewer children
the same number ______ or more children  than you now have?
The result of chi-square analysis Is shown in Table IX.
TABLE IX
WIFE-MOTHERS' PERCEIVED SATISFACTION WITH FAMILY 
SIZE CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Response
Fewer Same More
Residence Children Number Children N
Urban 24 132 43 199
Rural 8 75 16 100
X2 value 2.81101
DF 2 Total N 199
P < .05
No significance Is indicated for a chi-square of 2.81108, so 
again, the null nypothesls cannot be rejected. Apparently rural 
and urban women hold similar perceptions of their satisfaction with 
family size.
Chi-square Analysis 3. Comparison of Marital Happiness.
Question asked to determine attitude: Taking all things together
and comparing your marriage to other marriages, how would you describe
your marriage? Would you say your marriage was: very happy______ ,
pretty happy _____ , reasonably happy______ , or not so happy_____ ?
The results of chi-square analysis Is shown In Table X.
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TABLE X
WIFE-MOTHERS* PERCEIVED COMPARISON OF MARITAL 
HAPPINESS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Responses
Very Pretty Reasonably Not So
Residence Happy Happy Happy Happy N
Urban 122 44 31 1 198
Rural 60 21 16 3 100
X2 value 3.16015 Total N 298
DF 3
p < .05
No significance Is Indicated for a chi-square value of 
3.16015 so the null hypothesis of no difference is accepted. 
Chi-square Analysis 4. Selected Importance of husband/wife or 
parent/child relationship.
Question asked to determine attitude: Do you think the relation­
ship between husband and wife is more Important than the relation­
ship between parent and child? Yes _____ , No  , Same _____ .
The result of chi-square analysis is shown in Table XI.
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TABLE XI
WIFE-MOTHERS' PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF HUSBAND/WIFE 




Residence Wife Child Same   N
Urban 71 29 99 199
Rural 25 14 61 100
X2 value 3.95336 Total N 299
DF 2 
p < .05
A chi-square value of 3.95336 Indicates no significance at 
the .05 level so a null hypothesis of no difference Is accepted.
In a comparlslon between rural and urban women there was no 
difference In their perceived Importance of the husband/wlfe or 
parent/child relationship.
Chi-square Analysis 5. Selected Role Importance.
Question asked to determine attitude: Of the various roles which a
woman must play which of these do you consider to be the most
Important? Wife _____ , Mother , Housekeeper _____ , Income
Provider .
Respondents who were not able to make a determination between wife 
and mother were permitted to answer both categories. Result of 
Chi-square analysis Is shown In Table XII.
99
TABLE XII
WIPE-MDTHERS' PERCEIVED ROLE IMPORTANCE OF MARRIED WOMAN 








Urban 77 80 7 1 32 197
Rural 33 45 7 1 12 99
X2 value 4.91730 Total N 296
DF 4
p < .05
The chi-square value of 4.91730 indicated no significant 
difference in responses of women by residence. In the consideration 
of which role is of most importance for a woman in the home, rural 
and urban women displayed similar patterns of thinking.
Chi-square Analysis 6. Personal Happiness.
Question asked to determine attitude: Taken all together, how would
you say things are these days, would you say that you are very happy 
 , pretty happy , reasonably happy , or not so happy
Result of chi-square analysis is shown in Table XIII.
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TABLE XIII
WIFE-MOTHERS' EVALUATION OF PERSONAL HAPPINESS 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Responses
Very Pretty Reasonably Not So
Residence Happy Happy Happy Happy N
Urban 111 49 32 4 196
Rural 50 30 16 4 100
X2 value 2.10057 Total N 296
DF 3
p < .05
No significance Is shown at the .05 level for a chi-square 
value of 2.10057 so the null hypothesis of no difference Is 
accepted. Rural and urban women Indicate no difference in their 
evaluation of personal happiness.
Chi-square Analysis 7. Time Spent with Husband. Although the 
respondent's estimation of time spent with husband is not strictly 
an attitude, the responses were so worded that the perception could 
be treated as an attitude, that is, as a mental position or a 
feeling or emotion toward a fact.
Question asked to determine attitude: On the whole, would you say
that you spend quite a lot of time _____ , a moderate amount of
time _____ , or relatively little time _____ , doing things together
with your husband?





' PERCEIVED AMOUNT OF 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING
TIME SPENT WITH 
TO RESIDENCE
Responses
Lot of Amount of Time Relatively
Residence Time Moderate Little Time N
Urban 98 73 26 197
Rural 36 40 24 100
X2 value 7.52643 Total N 297
DF 2 
p > .05
The chi-square value of 7.52643 Indicates significance at the 
.05 level so the null hypothesis of no difference Is rejected. In 
an evaluated estimation of amount of time spent together with her 
husband apparently urban women spend more time with their husbands.
Seven chi-square analyses were run comparing differences of 
residence with seven different direct attitude responses. Of these 
seven, six showed no significant difference in attitudes between 
rural and urban wives. Only the seventh, estimated amount of time 
spent with her husband, Indicated a significant residential difference 
In attitude.
The findings of the study apparently indicate that rural women 
perceive their Intramural role relationships in the family In a manner 
similar to the way that urban women perceive their role relationships.
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To place this In the context of the conceptual framework, there
appears to be a convergence of attitudes. It was postulated that there
was a difference In rural and urban attitudes toward role perception
predicated partially on the basis of differential rural-urban rates
of change. The assumption was that change occurs more rapidly In
the urban setting. However It was also pointed out that there are
those who see a narrowing In the rate of change hiatus. "Lately,
however, the rural family has quickened Its tempo of acceptance of
change, and the Indications are that It will be more like the urban
family In the future" (Bertrand, 1958:217). Alvin Bertrand wrote
those words 15 years ago. If the similarities Indicated by the data
analysis are correct that "future" may be now. Everett Rogers
expresses similar sentiments In terms of "rurbanlzatlon" of social
values. He states,
...the differences between rural and urban people are decreasing. 
Rurbanlzatlon Is the exchanging and merging of rural and urban 
social values. This process can better be described as 
'rurbanlzatlon* than as 'urbanization' because rural values 
are also diffusing to urban people. However, It Is likely 
that rural values are becoming more urbanized than vice versa 
(Rogers, 1960:7).
The seventh chi-square analysis which compared residence with 
time spent with husband did show a significant difference of per­
ception between rural and urban wives. One Influencing factor can be 
isolated. The rural husband is still more oriented to blue-collar 
occupations while the urban husband more often Is engaged in white- 
collar occupations. In the study, 79.7 percent of the urban
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husbands engaged In white-collar occupationa aa compared to only
41.0 percent of the huabands In the rural aaaple. It la poaalbla 
that the ruralite's type of work doaa not allow him aa much frea time 
aa the urbanite. That Is, he may work longer hours or peculiar hours 
not commensurate with family leisure time.
The purpose of the chi-square analyses was to test the
hypothesis of rural-urban difference In attltudea. The results of 
the analyses were elucidating In that no difference was found. Though 
the hypothesis was not validated the analyses provided Important 
information for students of the family.
III. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS
In this section the distributions of direct response attitudes 
and descriptive data are presented in the tabular form most amenable 
to the particular data. Some data are shown in ranges, means and 
standard deviations, and other data are displayed in terms of frequencies
and percentages. Tables are given for attributes and attitudes of
rural and urban wife-mothers; personal data, family size, religion, 
occupation, direct response attitudes, and social class indicators. 
Complete frequency distributions appear in Appendix B.
Table XV shows the wlfe-mother's personal characteristics: 
age, years in Louisiana, education, and length of marriage. The 
data are presented in terms of ranges, means and standard deviations.
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TABLE XV
SELECTED SOC10-CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF WIFE-MOTHERS 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE. DATA PRESENTED 
IN RANGES, MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS
Variable Urban Rural
Range Mean Std.D. N Range Mean Std.D. N
Age 20-82 40.20 10.74 200 18-73 37.88 11.81 100
Years In
La. 1-70 31.29 15.18 200 6-73 35.35 12.58 100
Education 2-18 13.87 2.45 200 3-18 11.75 2.84 100
Length
Marriage 1-53 18.24 9.96 200 1-52 17.68 11.46 100
Table XVI presents wlfe-mother characteristics for birth­
place, number of marriages and education.
TABLE XVI
SELECTED SOCIO-CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS OF WIFE-MOTHERS 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE. DATA PRESENTED 





Born In La. 147 74.0 199 90 91.0 99
Born In South 30 15.1 199 8 8.1 99
Born other place 22 11.1 199 1 1.0 99
First marriage 189 94.5 200 99 99.0 100
More than
one marriage 11 5.5 200 1 1.0 100
High school or
above education 184 92.0 200 69 69.7 99
College graduate 75 37.5 200 10 10.0 99
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The distribution of personal characteristics by residence of 
wife-mothers was presented In Tables XV and XVI. Inspection of these 
tables shows that the mean age for the sample of urban women was 
2.32 years higher than for the sampled rural women. The urban 
sample group had a higher educational level (by 2.12 years) and 
25 percent more of the urban sample group were college graduates.
The average urban woman had been married .56 years longer than the 
average rural woman, but the urban respondent was also older. One 
out of twenty women In the urban sample had been married more than 
once, whereas only 1.0 percent of the rural sample were re-married.
The rural woman, though younger, had spent 4.06 more years of her 
life in Louisiana and a larger percentage of rural women were 
"native born" to Louisiana.
In summary, the general characteristics of all respondents may 
be stated as follows. The women are on the young side of middle 
age (around 40 years). They have a high level of education, averaging 
high school or better, with one out of four having a college degree. 
They indicate extremely stable marriage relationships, with about 
95 percent of the respondents in their first marriage and with 
marriage experience of about eighteen years. The sample Includes a 
large Incidence of native born persons; more than 75 percent were 
born In the state of Louisiana. A lengthy period of habitation In 
the state (around 33 years) was also Indicated.
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A comparison of wives living In urban and rural areas reveals 
that the urban wlfe-mother respondent tends to be older, better 
educated, to have been married longer, and to have a higher percentage 
of second marriages. The rural wlfe-mother respondent was more apt 
to be a Louisiana native, to have lived longer In the state, and to 
have a lower divorce rate.
Tables XVII and XVIII display data on the family size of 
rural and urban wlfe-mothers. Table XVII presents the nunfeer of 
children of wlfe-mothers and the number of children currently 
living at home.
TABLE XVII
FAMILY SIZE AND FAMILY DISTRIBUTION OF WIFE-MOTHERS 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Variable Range Mean Std.D. N
Urban
No. of 
Children 1-7 2.68 1.36 200
No. of 
Children at 
Home 1-6 2.09 1.39 200
Rural
No. of 
Children 1-9 3.02 1.65 100
No. of 
Children at 
Home 1-9 2.40 1.76 100
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The data presented In Table XVIII shows msnber of children 
and number of children living at home. The dividing line between 
small and large family was arbitrarily set at four children and the 
data were adjusted to compare rural and urban family size In these 
terms.
TABLE XVIII
FAMILY SIZE AND FAMILY DISTRIBUTION OF WIFE- 











home 30 15.0 200 23 23.0 100
* Data Adjusted to Four or More Children.
Comparisons of family size as shown In Table XVII Indicate 
that the average rural respondent had more children than the average 
urban respondent and also had a greater number of children living 
at home. The data In Table XVIII Indicate that rural wlfe-mothers 
had a higher percentage of families with four or more children and 
a higher percentage of families with four or more children living 
at home.
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Religious characteristics of rural and urban wlfe-mothers are 
presented in Table XIX. Categories shown are Catholic, Protestant, 
and Other.
TABLE XIX 
RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE OF WIFE-MOTHERS
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Variable Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Catholic 122 62.5 195 91 91.0 100
Protestant 63 32.3 195 9 9.0 100
Other 10 5.2 195 0 0.0
The data in Table XIX show the percentage of rural women who 
espouse the Catholic religion to be much higher than the percentage 
of urban women who belong to this denomination. The religious 
composition of the rural sample studied was highly Catholic, 91 
percent, whereas the urban sample included only 62.5 percent 
Catholics. Some 5.5 percent of the urban sample responded that 
they belonged to the "other" or "none" category of religion, whereas 
all of the persons in the rural sample were either Catholic or 
Protestant.
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Occupational characteristics for rural and urban wlfe-mothers 
are shown In Table XX. Four categories are established for the 
purposes of this study: White-collar, Service, No Maintenance, and
Housewife. The "No Maintenance" category Includes students, retired 
and disabled persons who have previously pursued an occupation out­
side the home. A blue-collar category was used for males but no 
female respondent held an occupation which would fall Into that 
category. The data were adjusted to establish a dichotomy between 
housewives and women employed outside the home. These data are 
shown In frequencies and percentages In Table XX.
TABLE XX
OCCUPATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF WIFE-MOTHERS 





White-Collar 50 25.2 199 11 11.0
Service 5 2.5 3 3.0
No Maintenance 8 4.0 1 1.0
Housewife 136 68.2 85 85.0
Employed outside 
the home 63 31.7 15 15.0
The data In Table XX Indicate that a larger percentage of 
urban women than rural women were employed In white-collar occupations.
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There Is also Indication that a larger number of urban wife-mothera 
are employed outside the home. Since the Intermediary categories, 
"Service" and "No Maintenance" are negligibly represented, the 
division of occupations Is primarily between employed and unemployed 
women and not between work occupations. Therefore the apparent 
difference between rural and urban white-collar workers Is really a 
difference between employed and unemployed women.
Table XXI Includes the direct responses of rural and urban 
wlfe-mothers to the question regarding their experience as a parent.
TABLE XXI
WIFE-MOTHERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD EXPERIENCES AS A PARENT 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Responses Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Very Satisfactory 131 69.9 199 57 57.0 100
Pretty Satisfactory 36 18.0 20 20.0
Reasonably
Satisfactory 31 15.6 21 21.0
Not Especially
Satisfactory 1 .5 1 1.0
About two out of every three of the wlfe-mothers interviewed
were very satisfied with their parental experiences. There is a 
slight but Insignificantly higher percentage of satisfaction 
indicated by the urban group.
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Table XXII contains the data given In response to the question 
concerning degree of satisfaction with family size.
TABLE XXII
WIFE-MOTHERS' EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH FAMILY 
SIZE CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Response Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Desire Fewer
Children 24 12.0 199 8 8.1 99
Content With No.
Of Children 132 66.4 75 75.8
Desire More
Children 43 21.6 16 16.1
The findings are that a large percentage of both rural and urban 
women are satisfied with the number of children they have. The 
rural respondents show a slightly higher degree of contentment with 
present number of children. The women In both the rural and urban 
sample groups who desired fewer children appear to be slightly 
older than those who desire more children. Women In the "desire 
fewer" category were most often those who had 3, 4 or 5 children 
(the thirty-eight year old rural respondent with nine children was 
In this category, however the fifty-four year old rural housewife 
with eight children was not). Those who said they desired more 
children were more often those who had 1, 2 or 3 children.
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Ths respondent* who desired fewer children hsd generally found 
their parent experiences to be "pretty satisfying" or "reasonably 
satisfying" though a few had answered "very satisfying"; whereas, 
all the women who expressed the desire for more children regarded 
their childrearing experiences either as "pretty satisfying" or 
"very satisfying". Being an employed or unemployed wlfe-mother 
appeared to have little effect on the above attitudes. All In all, 
the desire to have fewer or more children did not seem to be 
correlated to other variables.
The responses of rural and urban wlfe-mothers to queries 
about marital happiness are presented In Table XXIII.
TABLE XXIII
WIFE-MOTHERS' ATTITUDES CONCERNING MARITAL HAPPINESS
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Responses Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Very Happy 122 61.6 198 60 60.0 100
Pretty Happy 44 22.1 21 21.0
Reasonably Happy 31 15.6 16 16.0
Not So Happy 1 0.5 3 3.0
Three-fifths of the respondents In both residential sample 
categories express an ultimate level of marital happiness. If
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"pretty happy" responses are added to "very happy" responses then
81.0 percent of the rural and 83.7 percent of the urban wlfe-mothers 
can be considered to have marital happiness. If role stress Is 
active In the wlfe-mother roles of rural and urban women It was not 
reflected In their responses to the marital happiness question.
Findings relative to attitudes concerning the relationship 
between husband/wlfe and parent/child are displayed In Table XXIV.
TABLE XXIV
WIFE-MOTHERS' ATTITUDES TOWARD PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE OF 
HUSBAND/WIFE AND PARENT/CHILD RELATIONSHIPS 
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
Response Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Husband/Wife 71 35.7 199 25 25.0 100
Parent/Child 29 14.7 14 14.0
Equal Importance 99 49.6 61 61.0
The data present In Table XXIV Indicate that approximately 
the same number of rural and urban wlfe-mothers responded that the 
husband/wlfe relationship Is not more Important than the parent/ 
child relationship. These numbers are not high, however, 14.0 and 
14.7 percent respectively. Women giving such a response are 
emphasizing their multilateral role relationships. More urban
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women (35.7 percent) than rural women (25.0 percent) placed emphasis 
on the husband/wlfe relationship. The unilateral role relationship 
Is apparently stronger for urban women. However, a greater percentage 
of both rural and urban wlfe-mothers expressed the attitude that 
relationships between husband/wlfe and between parent/child are 
equally Important relationships. The percentage for the rural 
wlfe-mother (61.0 percent) Is somewhat higher than that for the urban 
women (49.6 percent).
Table XXV presents data gathered from rural and urban wlfe- 
mothers concerning their perceptions of the most Important role a 
woman must play. Four roles were considered: wife, mother, house­
keeper and Income provider. A fifth category was established for 
the responses of those who perceived the combined wlfe-mother roles 
as most Important.
TABLE XXV
WIFE-MOTHERS* PERCEPTION OF WOMAN’S MOST IMPORTANT 





Wife 77 39.1 197 33 33.3 99
Mother 80 40.6 45 45.5
Housekeeper 7 3.5 7 7.1
Income Provider 1 0.5 2 2.0
Wife-Mother 32 16.3 12 12.1
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The findings shown In Table XXV make It clear that as many 
as two-fifths of rural and urban wlfe-mothers In the sample felt 
mother was their most Important role. Interestingly, urban wlfe- 
mothers tended to place the wife role as high as the mother role, 
but this was not true of rural wlfe-mothers— 39.1 percent vs.
40.6 percent In the first Instance and 33.3 percent vs. 45.5 percent 
In the second Instance. It Is clear that In the rural setting 
the mother role Is considered to have dominance over the wife role. 
In both sample groups a portion of respondents could not separate 
the wlfe-mother role. The percentage of these respondents was 
higher In the urban sample, 16.3 percent to 12.1 percent for the 
rural sample. The differences Indicated here are not significant 
and, at best, show a slight Inclination for the sampled women to 
favor the mother role.
The data presented In Table XXVI Include responses from the 
rural and urban sample population concerning their evaluation of 
personal happiness.
TABLE XXVI
WIFE-MOTHERS' EVALUATION OF PERSONAL HAPPINESS 




N Frequency Percent N
Very Happy 111 56.6 196 50 50.0 100
(Table XXVI - to be continued)
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(Table XXVI - Continued)
Responses Urban Rural
Frequency Percent N Frequency Percent N
Pretty Happy 49 25.0 30 30.0
Reasonably Happy 32 16.4 16 16.0
Not Too Happy 4 2.0 4 4.0
It can be seen that at least half of the women in both sample
groups, 56.6 percent urban and 50.0 percent rural, rate themselves 
as being very happy. If those who stated they considered themselves 
to be "pretty happy" people are included, 81.6 percent of the urban 
respondents and 80.0 percent of the rural women consider themselves 
to be on the happy side. There are no apparent differences in 
the attitudes of rural and urban women on this point. Apparently 
these women are not burdened by much role stress and any stresses 
which exist are not reflected in their evaluations of personal hap­
piness. Only 2.0 percent of the urban women and 4.0 percent of 
the rural women admitted they were "not too happy".
Data for perceived amount of time with husband are presented 
in Table XXVII. The responses of rural and urban wlfe-mothers 
are shown.
More urban wife-mothers spent a "lot of time" with their 
husbands than did rural wife-mothers, 49.7 percent to 36.0 percent.
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TABLE XXVII
WIFE-MOTHERS' PERCEIVED AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT WITH 





Lot of Time 98 49.7 197 36 36.0 100
Moderate Amount 73 37.1 40 40.0
Relatively Little 26 13.2 24 24.0
It has already been noted that this difference was determined to be 
statistically significant by the chi-square test. About half of 
the urban women and 64.0 percent of the rural women perceived 
that they spent a moderate to a little amount of time with their 
husbands. This may be thought of In terms of the time norm 
associated with the companionship role. Apparently for urban women 
this role displays a tendency to be dominant, whereas for rural 
women It tends to be submissive.
Table XXVIII contains data which were used as social class 
Indicators: value of home, wife's Income, husband's Income, and
number of family cars. These data are shown In ranges, means and 
standard deviations.
Information on home ownership of rural and urban women In 
the sample population Is presented In Table XXIX.
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TABLE XXVIII
WIFE-MOTHERS' ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES USED FOR SOCIAL CLASS 








Range Mean Std. D
























Chart presented to respondents for selection of Income was In $1,000 
Increments from $1,000 to $41,000. Category 41 was for Incomes of 
$41,000 or higher, so range may be greater than displayed.
TABLE XXIX















Information collected on social class Indicates some rural- 
urban differences In price of home and Incomes. The mean value 
given for the home of urban respondents was $11,894.00 higher than 
the mean value of home given by rural respondents. The mean Income 
for urban wives was $1,470.00 higher than the mean value of rural 
wlfes' Income. The mean Income for urban husbands was $4,529.00 
higher than the mean Income for rural husbands. Differences In car 
ownership was less, with mean numbers of 1.77 for rural and 2.09 
for urban families. Home ownership was almost Identical, 93.5 
percent of the urban and 94.0 percent of the rural respondents were 
home owners. Despite some rural-urban differences, social class 
Indicators for all respondents In both samples met the basic Income 
requirements for middle-class membership as operationalized In 
Chapter IV. The high level of home ownership, home value and 
number of automobiles for the respondents are all positive 
Indicators of middle-class status.
In summary, the respondents In the rural sample tended: 
to be younger, to be married fewer times, to be native Louisianians, 
to be Catholics, to be slightly less educated, to have more 
children, to have fewer second marriages and to be less likely 
employed outside the home than were urban respondents. Rural 
wlfe-mothers lived In less expensive homes, earned less Income, 
owned fewer cars, and were married to men who earned less money.
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However, rural women tended to report home ownership as frequently as 
urban respondents.
Differences in responses to attitude questions were not 
statistically significant but slight differences and tendencies 
were Indicated by the data. The rural wlfe-mother tended: to be
less satisfied as a parent, to be more content with her family size,
to perceive greater Importance in the parent/child relationship 
and In the role of mother, and to be less happy than the urban 
respondents. Rural and urban wlfe-mothers reported equal happiness 
with their marriages. There was a significant difference In rural 
and urban perception of time spent with husband. Rural wives 
Indicated that much less of their time was spent with their husbands.
Both rural and urban women appeared to favor omnllateral role
relationships and gave little Indication of having problems of role 
stress.
IV. COMMENTS FROM RESPONDENTS
Two questions In the survey schedule were designed to give 
the respondent an opportunity to express her opinions In her own 
words. The Information received from these questions and presented 
here is not amenable to sophisticated statistical manipulation.
The Intent Is to present a compilation of the respondent's own 
expressions and to give an Indication of vocalized evaluations and 
feelings. The first question asked was related to the allotment 
of the women's resources. The question was stated as follows:
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In the many things a woman has to do there Is a limit to the way 
she spends her time, energy and money. In general, how do you 
think she should divide these between her husband and her children?
Nine categories were established from the responses given to 
this question.
1. Equal division of resources. Responses coded In this
category were: both evenly, equally, 50-50, half and half, happy
medium and right down the middle.
2. More resources to children. Answers coded were: more to
the children, children come first, and In percentages, I.e. 75 percent 
child and 25 percent husband.
3. More resources to husband; answers coded were: more to my
husband, my husband comes first, and In percentages, I.e. 75 percent 
to husband and 25 percent to children.
A. Sharing as a unit without division of resources. Answers 
coded were: work It out as a group, share together, experience
together never divided, family should be a unit, do things as a group, 
and compromise together.
5. Depends on situations and needs of Individual; answers 
coded were: depends on situation, depends on circumstances, accord­
ing to need, each situation Is different, as much as each needs, 
judge needs and play It by ear, It varies, and mother must be able to 
judge needs.
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6. Change in age cycle; answers coded were: younger children
get more but when they're older more goes to husband, smaller kids 
need more attention, most to children but they grow up and go away, 
do more for the child because he can't do for himself, more to child 
but not for life, and more for them but kids will leave some day.
7. Daytime to children, evening to husband; answers coded 
were: day for kids, night for husband, give to children during day 
but to husband when he comes home, when husband's away children get 
more but when he's home pay attention to him, and after school for 
children and evenings for husband.
8. Husband understands need to care for children; answers 
coded were: 60 percent children and 40 percent husband because he 
understands, children come first but he should understand, he Is 
old enough to understand, and he Is old enough to understand he Is 
already an adult and knows right from wrong— sometimes I wonder!
9. No response to time, energy, money allotment; 2.5 percent 
of urban women and 7.0 percent of rural wives did not respond to 
this question.
A comparison of rural and urban responses to the time, energy, 




WIFE-MOTHERS' PERCEIVED DIVISION OF TIME, ENERGY 
AND MONEY BETWEEN HUSBAND AND CHILDREN 





Equal 97 48.5 200 36 36.0
Child More 21 10.5 13 13.0
Husband More 18 9.0 10 10.0
Sharing 9 4.5 9 9.0
Situations & Needs 33 16.5 8 8.0
Age Cycle 
Day: child,
8 4.0 12 12.0
Night: husband 22 11.0 12 12.0
Husband Understands 6 3.0 2 2.0
No Response 5 2.5 7 7.0
Percentage totals more than 100 percent because some 
were tabulated In more than one category.
responses
A large percentage of both sample groups appear to prefer equal 
division of their resources between husband and children. Two 
categories seem to show an Interesting discrepancy between rural 
and urban wlfe-mothers. Rural wlfe-mothers had a higher response 
rate to the Idea of sharing, which might be construed as a more 
traditional attitude of the extended kinship group. Contrariwise, 
many more urban wlfe-mothers mentioned the necessity for the wlfe- 
mother to make judgments according to Individual needs or the situation.
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This could be considered more typical of the modern wife In an 
equalltarlan family structure, where part of the role expectation 
for the women Is that she be responsible for making many family 
decisions. The most Interesting comments came from one rural and 
one urban woman. The particular rural wlfe-mother said, "I do 
what my husband wants me to do". When the urban wlfe-mother was 
asked how she alloted her resources she said, "Any way, as long as 
It keeps them all happy".
The second question which solicited comnents from the 
respondents was:
Do you have any comnents you would like to make concerning your 
attitudes about marriage and the family?
An examination of the comments revealed no marked differences in 
rural and urban wlfe-mothers' responses. No attempt was make to 
categorize the comments, nevertheless, certain qualities did stand 
out. Many women referred to the compromise and sacrifice of 
marriage or the "give and take" situations. One such comment was,
"A true, genuine marriage Is a close union between two mature 
adults who can not only take but can also give. A family Is a group 
of people living together and loving together. If this is taught 
then each situation that arises will handle Itself".
Another recurring theme was the need for religion in the 
family, as exemplified by this sincere statement, "God and religion 
plays such an Influence on morals and family living".
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Many women made comments on the Importance of their wife role 
and the elements of the huaband-wlfe relationship, as the key to 
family stability. One woman stated It this way, "You have to have a 
good relationship with your husband In order to make the family have 
a good relationship. If there Is no good relationship between 
wife and husband then the family unit will be weakened".
By far the most comnon comment and perhaps the most revealing 
was about the Institution of marriage and about the state of the 
woman's personal marriage. The large majority of women considered 
marriage to be good, and an equal number are apparently pleased 
with their own marriage. Some women were mildly demonstrative In 
their praise of the family while others were highly laudatory. The 
respondents freely used many superlatives In their efforts to 
express their feelings: good, happy, satisfied, beautiful, great,
worthwhile, pleasant, rewarding, enjoyable, fulfilling, nice and 
wonderful. Most women felt marriage was an essential institution 
which was "here to stay”. In this vein, one woman said, "Marriage 
Is not going out of style, It will always be here". If the views 
of these wife-mothers are correct the family as an Institution and 
individual families as social systems are both in better condition 
than many would have us believe.
Unfortunately all of the comnents cannot be presented here 
but some of the more descriptive expressions are worth Including.
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"It's the most wonderful and beautiful Institution in the world."
"It's a beautiful combination that no one should tamper with and 
everyone should experience."
"I love every second of It and would recommend It to anyone."
"All for It."
"Wonderful, I'd do It again all over If possible."
"Marriage is like a diet it is forever."
"I just wish everyone was as happy as we are."
"I enjoy married life. I would not have it any other way."
"I hope my girls will be as happy as I am."
"Married people are happier."
"Marriage is a very beautiful thing."
"Thank the Lord."
The comments from these three hundred women read like a testimonial.
But, of all the complimentary and contented statements, perhaps the 
most poignantly descriptive came from a voluble woman who, in 
reference to the family, adamantly declared, "It's a DAMN good thing 
and I'm glad it's here to stay."
These comnents are best fitted into the conceptual framework 
in regards to role structure and role stress. Comments from both 
rural and urban women can be viewed In terms of the temporal span 
of roles. This is apparent when, in the allotment of her resources, 
the woman views the mother portion of her role as more active in the 
daytime and the wife portion of her role as more active in the 
evening. The degree of clarity dimension can be applied to the
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women's statements concerning their perception of their roles. Most 
of the women had no uncertainty concerning role perception, they 
were sure and confident In their expressions of duty to husband and/or 
child.
Evidence of role stress as delineated earlier Is not apparent 
In most of the wlfe-mother's comnents. To the contrary they express 
a surprising lack of role stress. Though there were a few Instances 
of role stress In some responses the large bulk of the comments were 
free of expressions of stress. Most women displayed a feeling of 
contentment, fulfillment and happiness In their wlfe-mother roles.
Overall, the Information In this chapter can be related to 
the conceptual framework In terms of rural-urban differences, social 
class, role perception, role structure and role stress.
Analysis of variance results Indicate a relationship between 
wlfe-mother's role perception and socioeconomic variables. However, 
the findings do not bear out the hypothesis of rural-urban differences 
in attitude. Rural-urban differences In role perception were tested 
by chi-square analysis and were found to be mostly Insignificant.
Data on social class Indicators validated the assumption that 
respondents were middle-class. Dimensions of role structure were 
apparent in the attitude responses of wife-mothers in perception of 
their roles and allotment of resources. Role stress, as a factor In
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the conceptual framework, was not greatly apparent In the attitude 
responses nor In the open comnents made by the women.
A 8umnary of the study and conclusions drawn from the findings 
are presented In the following and final chapter.
CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
I. SUMMARY OF PROCEDURE
This chapter is divided into two sections: a summary of
procedures and a section on conclusions drawn from the research 
accomplished.
Objectives
The general objective of this study was to obtain informa­
tion on the changing role relationships in the American middle-class 
family and to examine that information within the structural frame­
work of role theory, and the comparative framework of rural-urban 
residence.
Specific objectives were:
1. To determine how the modern American middle-class married 
mother perceives her wlfe-mother roles.
2. To determine differences between modern role perceptions 
of wlfe-mothers and a conceptualized model of traditional 
role perceptions.
3. To determine the relationship of various socio-demographic 
characteristics of middle-class married women to their 
role perception.
A. To compare the wife-mother role perceptions of rural and 
urban middle-class married women.
S. To investigate the relationship between the role perception 




The conceptual framework Included aspects of role theory, 
change theory and stratification theory. The major assumption was 
that a changing role structure was associated with the status of 
wlfe-mother In the American middle-class family. Specifically, It 
was conjectured that there was a re-orlentatlon from the perception 
of the mother role as dominant to a perception of the wife role 
as dominant. It was also hypothesized that In response to Influences 
of the modern world the wlfe-mother was selectively choosing unilateral 
spouse relationships In preference to multilateral parent/child 
relationships. It was anticipated that In consequence of these 
changes, role stress would be reflected in the attitude of the wlfe- 
mother. Finally, it was postulated that there was a correlation 
between rural-urban residence and the above conjectured structural 
changes and attitudes.
Methodology
Two communities in southwest Louisiana were selected for 
study. One, Lafayette, was selected as representative of an urban 
area and the other, Scott, was chosen as representative of a rural 
area. Middle-class status was validated by Information supplied 
by local knowledgeables. A random sample selection of houses was 
done in each conmunity. The selected Interviewee was to be a married
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woman who had children living at home or who had previously had children 
living at home. Two hundred Interviews were completed In Lafayette 
and one hundred Interviews were completed In Scott.
Data received from respondents were tabulated according to 
variables of residence, religion and wife's occupation. Attitude 
Indices were established on Items related to allotment of the wlfe- 
mother' s time, money and energy. Schedule Items were selected for 
retention on the basis of a factor weight of 0.40000 or above on 
principal component factor analysis. Direct attitude responses 
were subjected to a chi-square test and displayed In frequency 
distributions.
II. CONCLUSIONS
The findings from the data collected and the various 
methods of analysis revealed certain attitudes and patterns of role 
perception which support the basic thesis for this study. On the 
other hand, some of the postulates failed to be substantiated by 
the findings. The conclusions drawn from these findings are pre­
sented In terms of the stated objectives of this study. In this 
regard, the writer wishes to make It clear that the findings of 
the study relate specifically to the sample population studied.
It Is hoped that the conclusions will provide some clues to the
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role perception of the "modern American woman" but such a broad 
generalization cannot be made without further study. The aample 
population was drawn from a particular aub-cultural setting. This 
setting Is urban and rural according to census definitions but 
Includes characteristics which reflect a rural French-Catholic 
background clearly not typical of all urban settings.
Perception of Her Role by the Modern Middle-Class Wife-Mother
The findings of the study revealed that the wlfe-mother In 
the modern American family does not neatly conceptualize and divide 
her family roles. Though role dominance was apparent In the role 
perception of some Individuals the majority of women perceived all 
their familial roles as complementary and equal. They were aware 
of the necessity for compromise, for give and take, and of the 
variations in the life cycle In alloting their resources of time, 
money and energy. The degree of clarity with which they perceived 
their role was high, and most women were reasonably certain of the 
rights and obligations of their positions.
Difference between Modern Role Perception and Traditional Model
In the traditional model, expectation for the wlfe-mother role 
was seen more as a housewife and mother role. The contemporary
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model assumes less role dominance for the mother role and more of 
a balance between the roles of wife and mother In keeping with the 
structure of the modern companionship family. In this study an 
effort was made to determine the modern woman's perception of her 
role In the context of the structural qualities of roles.
1. Structural Distance. In the modern woman's perception 
of her roles there appears to be closer proximity between her
wife role and her mother role. Hypothetically one of the attributes 
of structural distance is related to integration and conflict. The 
closer proximity of her roles enables the modern woman to perceive 
her wlfe-mother roles In a relationship that Increases integration 
and decreases conflict in her role performance.
2. Range of Reciprocity. If the traditional model of child 
orientation is correct, the woman in the pre-modern family stressed 
her multilateral (mother) and omnilateral (homemaker) role relation­
ships. The findings presented in this study Indicate that the 
modern woman perceives her roles In the context of the companion­
ship family. Thus, she has equilibrated her family relationships
to Include unilateral (spouse) relationships as well as multilateral 
and omnilateral relationships. If, as Bertrand (1972) hypothesizes, 
roles with a wide range of reciprocality "will have more of an Impact 
on the relative stability of a given system", then the modern woman's
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widened range of role relationships should serve to Increase the 
stability of her family. This finding, If substantiated, Is In 
conflict with those who decry the Instability of the modern family.
3. Orientation to System Boundary. Roles for the traditional 
woman were primarily Intramural family roles. Most writers document 
the role relations for the modern woman which are Increasingly 
extramural to the family system in the form of occupation, recreation, 
and social activities. This study was not designed to audit all 
these areas so the only comparison to be made here is In the occupa­
tional activity. Data for the women in the sample showed that 78 
percent were unemployed. On this basis it is concluded that In 
regard to occupation the modern women sampled are still emphasizing 
Intramural family roles. Therefore, as far as orientation to system 
boundary, there appears to be little difference between traditional 
and modern women's role relationships In the occupational area.
4. Temporal Span. In the traditional model the familial 
roles of women were consistently active, whereas the women in the 
sample who display an Increased tendency to balance their family 
roles are apt to activate and de-activate different roles as the 
situation demands. Thus, the modern woman differs from the tradi­
tional model In regard to the temporal span of her wlfe-mother roles.
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5. Range of Tolerance. In the traditional model women's 
wlfe-mother roles most likely had a narrow tolerance range. If, as 
Indicated by the results of this study, the modern woman Is restruc­
turing her familial roles In accord with the norms of the companion­
ship family, then, for her, the range of tolerance must be broadening 
to permit modified role behavior In her wlfe-mother status.
6. Intensity. In the traditional model the central purpose 
of the family Is procreation and socialization of the young, and 
sanctions for behavior not committed to this purpose were apt to be 
swift and sure. The data for this study Indicate that modern couples 
display a tendency to Interact in the companionship family, and that 
they are developing a new perception of behavior essential to group 
survival. Not only are the children Important In the modem family, 
but role relationships between spouses are Increasingly perceived as 
equally Important for group survival.
7. Degrees of Clarity. Role perception for the woman In the 
traditional model had a high degree of clarity. Her family roles 
were Institutionalized through long usage and alternate roles were 
seldom available. Alternates are available for the modern woman 
and It has been considered that her role perception Is often con­
fused and unclear. Research findings for this study do not bear 
out this position. Responses from the women Interviewed clearly 
Indicated that they possess a high degree of clarity In their role 
perception.
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Relationship of Socio-Economic Characteristics to Role Perception
Results of the study made to determine role perception 
through allotment of resources did not show significant differences 
for wife's religion, wife's occupation, or residence. That is, 
there was no distinction between the attitudes of Catholics or 
Protestants, employed or unemployed wives, and rural or urban women. 
Variables which showed a significant difference in relationship to 
these three independent variables were wife's education, wife's 
income, total income, number of children at home and wife's employ­
ment status. These differences were apparent in the allotment of 
wifes' time and energy. No difference was apparent in any category 
for allotment of money. Results indicated that women with higher 
education alloted more time and less energy to their husband.
Women with a higher personal income gave more energy and less time 
to her husband. In homes with higher total incomes the wife gave 
more time to her husband. Unemployed wives expended less energy 
in roles related to their husbands than in child related roles.
In the context of the conceptual framework these findings 
indicate a lack of role dominance in most relationships or a partial 
dominance at best. Therefore, it cannot be said that one role has 
assumed dominance over another but rather that aspects of some 
roles appear to dominate aspects of other roles.
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Results of all the analytical techniques employed show a 
tendency for the wlfe-mother to stress her omnilateral homemaker 
roles and to make an attempt to equalize her unilateral spouse 
relationships and multilateral children relationships.
It would appear that the areas where the wlfe-mother showed 
preference for either spouse or child were related to notions of 
equalltarlan relationships In the emerging companionship family.
All the differences found carried Implications of equality, I.e. 
the women with a higher education— which should bring her closer 
to educational equity— spent more time with and devoted less energy 
to her husband. In this Instance It may be that she prefers to spend 
time with her husband as a companion and not as a "handmaiden".
Rural-Urban Comparison of Wife-Mother Role Perception
One of the essential Independent variables tested In this 
study was residence. It was postulated that because of disparate 
rates of change between rural and urban communities urban women 
would have a greater propensity to perceive their wife roles as 
dominant over their mother roles. The findings did not verify this 
hypothesis. Analysis of variance of the attitude Index scores, 
chi-square analysis of attitudes, and categorization of comments 
all' Indicate, with one exception, that none of the variables 
Investigated show any significant difference In attitudes expressed 
by rural and urban women. The single exception was a perception
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of time spent with her husband. The urban women perceived a greater
amount of time spent with her husband. In view of the findings,
It must be concluded that both rural and urban women perceived
their wlfe-mother roles In a similar fashion. Assuming validity for
the sample and the research findings, the most apparently plausible
reason for these sim-( larltles may be found In the notion of greater
change In the rural areas. Apparently rural areas are becoming mass
society oriented at a faster rate than that generally conceived.
Alvin Bertrand suggested, In an earlier writing, that the differential
In the change rate between urban and rural peoples Is diminishing.
Fifteen years ago he wrote,
Until recent years the urban family led In acceptance 
and adoption of Innovations. Lately, however, the 
rural family has quickened Its tempo of acceptance of 
change, and the indications are that it will be more 
like the urban family in the future (Bertrand, 1958:217).
Role Perception of Wife-Mother and Role Stress
It was assumed that changing role perception would create 
role stress. Several questions were worded to determine the wlfe- 
mother ' s attitude about feelings of satisfaction and happiness with 
herself, her husband and her children. However, analysis of the 
responses to these questions did not reflect stress. In every 
instance 80 percent or more of the Interviewed women claimed 
satisfaction and happiness with their familial situation. These 
findings are In concord with Sldonie Gruenberg's statement,
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And so far as her life as a whole is concerned, the ordinary 
woman, no matter how Interesting her activities, finds her 
role as mother and wife the most Important, the most 
satisfying, the most deeply fulfilling of all (Gruenberg and 
Krech, 1952:79).
General Conclusions
This study was limited to a select middle-class sample In a 
select region of southwest Louisiana. Any conclusions to be drawn 
are limited to the sample populations and as such have limited 
generalizibllity to the total societal population. However, the 
conclusions of the study can be construed as suggestive of the patterns 
existent In other similar areas.
The principal conclusions reached were:
1. The role perception of the modern wlfe-mother Is related
to certain of her socio-economic attributes, such as religion,
Income and occupational status.
2. Modern wlfe-mothers perceive their roles In terms of 
equally oriented omnllaterally related roles In the context of the 
companionship family. They relegate equal Importance to husband 
oriented and children oriented roles.
3. Modern wife-mothers do not perceive their familial roles 
In terms of dominant-submissive relationships.
4. Apparent changes are taking place In the wlfe-mother*s
roles and role perception. Women's familial roles are assuming
more equalltarlan characteristics.
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5. Differences between rural and urban wife-mothers' role 
perception are not significant.
6. Excessive role stress In modern middle-class rural and 
urban homes Is not apparent.
The three major hypotheses generated for this study were:
(1) women are more spouse than child oriented; (2) there are Inherent 
rural-urban differences In attitude; and (3) modern trends promote 
role transition which creates role stress. They were not validated by 
the research findings. The reasoning which led to the assumption of 
a drastic shift In role perception was prompted by recent societal 
changes. According to the findings of this study, the change In role 
perception of the wlfe-mother from a traditional model to a modern 
perspective Is not a change from role dominance of the mother role 
to role dominance of the wife role; rather role perception has 
assumed an Interpretation which gives equal stress to both role 
relationships. Therefore, It may be said that, while the modern 
woman does not neglect her children, she Is more husband oriented 
than has traditionally been true.
Rural-urban differences also tend to be different from 
popular speculation. The rural rate of change Is apparently faster 
than many have assumed. Though rural-urban differences are 
still noticeable, a convergence of life styles and attitudes Is 
apparent In terms of wlfe-mother role perceptions.
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The hypothesis which was least validated In the study was that 
role stress would be detected because of change In role structures.
The women In the sample population studied overwhelmingly denied 
any Increasing stress In their family life. This, to the writer,
Is the most Important finding of the study.
If the findings of this study are correct and If they have 
generalizlblllty beyond the sample population It Is clear that 
such Indices as divorce rates, juvenile delinquency, and generation 
gaps are not as Important Indicators of family disintegration as 
many assume. Hopefully, the raising of such a question will represent 
a contribution of this study. A second contribution Is possibly 
Inherent In the findings which showed that rural-urban differences 
In family role conceptions are less than generally thought to be.
It Is hoped these findings will stimulate further research related 
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Time Started Time Ended Total Time
Hello, I'm __________________  from the University of Southwestern
Louisiana. We are conducting a study of women's attitudes about 
their family. As a wife and mother we feel you would be Interested 
and willing to talk about the family with us. We are Interested In 
your reaction to some questions dealing with family situations.
You may be completely confident that what you have to say will never 
at any time be Identified with you personally.
Before we begin, let me assure you that there are no right or wrong 
answers to these questions. We are Interested In your attitudes 
and feelings and we would like to encourage you to be completely 
frank In answering our questions.
Consents: Attitude of respondent, other persons present, general
setting, appearance of house, etc.
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GENERAL FAMILY INFORMATION


























































IF RESPONDENT HAS NEVER BEEN MARRIED OR HAS NEVER HAD CHILDREN DISCONTINUE INTERVIEW.
Number of children living in household 





Now I would like to describe some family situations. Would you tell me 
how you feel about the statements of this woman's actions. Do you 
strongly agree, agree, disagree or strongly disagree with her attitudes?
SA A D SD
1. A woman's family has decided to get a dog. 
Her husband likes one kind but her children 
like a different one. She likes both but 
their home is too small for two dogs, so 
she should buy the dog which the children 
like.
2. Tonight her husband is receiving a special 
work award and her child Is receiving a special 
school award. Since she cannot go to 
both events she should attend the school 
awards with her child.
3. A woman seldom goes out to dinner but 
tonight, for no special reason, her 
husband wants to take her out to eat. The 
children want to go with her but whe 
should not take them.
4. Today women are expected to do many things 
for their families. Whenever possible 
she should expend her limited energy most 
to please her children, more than her 
husband.
5. Evening is a special time for wife and 
husband to be together but If her children 
want her attention too she should spend 
that time with them.
6. Her husband wants to tell her what 
happened at work today and her children 
want to tell her about the day at school. 
She should give attention to her children 
and ask her husband to tell her later.
7. The family is buying a new car but her 
husband and her children cannot agree on 
the same one. If the woman likes both 
cars In question she should favor her 
husband's choice.
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8. The family la taking an evening walk. The 
children want their mother to walk through 
the fields with them but her husband wants 
her to walk along the road with him. She 
should walk with the children
9. A woman's children are painting their play­
house and her husband is painting his tool 
shed. Since she is the best painter in 
the family she should help her children 
paint.
10. Her children like to use her husband's 
garden tools out in the yard. She should 
allow the children to use her husband's 
garden tools.
11. Her husband and children are watching 
different television programs in different 
rooms. Both want her to watch their 
program. She likes both programs so she 
should go watch with her children.
12. Her husband wants to read a book but her 
children want to play the radio. This 
distracts him so she should make them 
turn off the radio.
13. Her child is leaving on a first date and is 
asking for advice at the same time her 
husband wants her to come and see the 
beautiful sunset with him. She should 
stay and listen to her child.
14. A woman has been saving money to buy 
fishing equipment for her husband.
The circus has come to town and her 
children want to go. She should use 
the money to take the children to the 
circus.
SA A D SD
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15. The family la planning to enlarge their 
home. Her husband wants to expand his 
workshlp but the children want a bigger 
playroom. It Is more Important to enlarge 
her husband's workshop.
16. Her husband wants her to help him clean 
out the car and her children want her to 
help them hang decorations for their 
party. She should help her husband clean 
the car.
17. Both her husband and her children need 
new swim suits but she can only afford 
to buy for one of them. Therefore 
she should buy for her husband.
18. Her children want her to come Into the 
house and eat with them but her husband 
wants her to stay out on the porch and 
eat with him. She should go eat with 
her children.
19. The family room needs decorating but 
her husband and her children do not like 
the same pictures. Since she likes both 
kinds of pictures equally she should 
use the pictures her husband likes.
20. Both her husband and child are In bed 
with common colds. They both feel much 
better but want extra attention from 
her so she should do the most for
her child.
21. The children want their mother to 
listen to their story and her husband 
wants her to listen to him. She Is 
on her way to the beauty parlor and 
doesn't have time to do both, she 
should listen to her children.
SA A D SD
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22. Often a woman wishes there were more time 
In a day because there la a limit to her 
available time. When both her children and 
husband want her to spend her spare time with 
them she should spend more time with her 
husband.
23. A woman Is planting a flower garden. Her 
husband wants one kind of flowers and her 
children want another. Since she likes 
both kinds of flowers but can only select 
one, she should choose the flowers her 
husband likes.
24. Assume a woman enjoys sewing but cannot 
make clothing for the entire family. If 
both her husband and her child need shirts 
she should make a shirt for her husband.
25. A woman Is shopping and sees a jacket that 
her husband wants. She also sees one that 
her child wants but she has only enough 
money to buy for one. Since both her 
husband and her child have jackets she 
should buy this one for her child.
26. Both her husband and her child have 
exhibits at the local fair which
are being judged at the same time. She 
cannot go to both of them so she should 
go to watch her child.
27. It Is raining and there Is only one 
umbrella. Her husband wants to go visit 
a neighbor and her child wants to visit 
a friend. Her husband should have the 
umbrella.
28. A woman should cook to please her husband 
more than her children.
29. The family has gone on a picnic at the park. 
The children want their mother to play a 
game with them but her husband wants her
to play a different game with him. She 
really should play with her husband.
SA A D SD
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30. A woman la buying a second television set for 
the family playroom. Her husband likes one 
style and her children like another. Since 
she likes both styles she should buy to 
please her children.
31. At special glftgiving holidays a woman should 
spend more money for gifts for her children.
32. A woman is going shopping. Her husband and 
her children have requested different 
desserts for the evening meal. She should 
get her husband's favorite dessert.
33. A woman who Is very tired at the end of the 
day finds she must either help her child 
with homework or her husband with the family 
budget. If she can't do both she should help 
her husband.
34. Both her husband and her child are rushing 
off to play softball. She is fixing box- 
lunches for them but since they are both in 
a hurry she should fix her husband's lunch 
first.
35. Her children want to take her to a movie but 
her husband wants to take her to a different 
one. She likes both movies but since her 
family likes different ones she should go 
with her children.
36. Her husband is flying to another city on a 
business weekend at the same time her 
children are catching a bus to go to a 
weekend camp. She should go to the 
station with her husband.
37. Her husband wants her to help him hang 
outdoor lanterns for an adult party and 
her children want her to help them hang 
decorations for their Indoor party. She 
should help her husband.
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38. In the many thlnga a woman haa to do thera la a limit to tha 
way aha spends her time, energy and money. In general, how 
do you think she should divide these between her husband and 
her children?
Now I would like to ask you some questions about how you feel concerning 
the following things.
39. Compared to other parents you know how would you describe your 
experiences as a parent? Would you say they have been very
satisfying  pretty satisfying  reasonably satisfying_____
or not especially satisfying .
40. If starting over again, knowing what you now know, would you
have fewer children  the same number  or more children_____
than you now have?
41. Taking all things together and comparing your marriage to other 
marriages, how would you describe your marriage? Would you say
your marriage was: very happy____ pretty happy_____  reasonably
happy  or not so happy .
42. Do you think the relationship between husband and wife Is more 
Important than the relationship between parent and child?
Yes No Same
43. Of the various roles which a woman must play which of these do you
consider to be the most important? Wife  Mother____
Housekeeper________ Income Provider__.
44. Taken all together, how would you say things are these days, would
you say that you are very happy pretty happy  reasonably
happy  or not too happy .
45. On tha whole, would you say that you spend quite a lot of time_____
a moderate amount of time  or relatively little time_____
doing things together with your husband?
46. Do you own or rent your home? Own  Rent_____
47. Could you tell me the approximate value of your home? _________
48. Would you look at this sheet and tell me the number of the category 
in which your yearly income falls? ______________




50. Does your family have any other Income? Yea No .
If yea, approximately how much? _________
51. Do you have any comments you would like to make concerning your 
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FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF WIFE-MOTHERS' OCCUPATIONS
CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO RESIDENCE
OCCUPATION URBAN RURAL
White Collar 50 11
Service Worker 5 3
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